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Bishop arrives out of Africa 



Inside: 



News 



By Sarah Meyrick 



THE New Bishop of Reading 
will be the Rt Revd Andrew 
Proud who is currently Bishop 
of Ethiopia and the Horn of 
Africa. 

Bishop Andrew, who is 56, 
went to Ethiopia with his wife 
Janice in 2002 as a USPG 
Mission Partner and served as 
Chaplain of St Matthew’s, Addis 
Ababa before being consecrated 
Bishop in 2007. 

Bishop Andrew’s appointment 
was announced on Monday 17 
January in Reading. After 
Morning Prayer and breakfast at 
St Laurence’s church with senior 
colleagues, the Bishop of 
Oxford introduced him at a 
press conference held at John 
Lewis. 

The store in the heart of 
Reading’s shopping area was 
chosen to give Bishop Andrew 
the chance to meet staff and 
hear about the challenges 
currently facing the retail sector. 

“I am delighted that Bishop 
Andrew is coming to join us in 
the Diocese of Oxford,” Bishop 
John said. “He brings deep and 
fascinating experience and 
knowledge of the wider 
Anglican world which will be 
very enriching to the people of 
Berkshire and the Diocese as a 
whole. 

“He and Janice will have a lot 
to discover here and I know they 
look forward to the warm 
welcome and hospitality of the 
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News 



people of Berkshire.” 

Bishop Andrew said: “Having 
spent nine absorbing, fruitful 
years in Ethiopia, I am delighted 
to be coming to the Diocese of 
Oxford - a diocese clearly 
committed to transforming lives 
and serving communities. 

“We look forward to making 
our home in Berkshire and to 
engaging with many of you in 
the Church and the community. 

“I would say that Ethiopia took 
me right out of my skin and 
made me see the world - and the 



church - in a different light; 
insights I hope to bring to my 
new role. As Chaplain of St 
Matthew’s Addis Ababa, I learnt 
to appreciate Christians from 
many backgrounds and 
denominations, all of whom 
were a long way from home. 

“When I was consecrated 
Bishop in 2007 I was tasked with 
setting up a new Episcopal Area 
and learnt how to make do with 
scarce resources. It has been a 
delight to have worked with 
committed local clergy and to 



have been part of such 
spectacular church growth. We 
have grown from eight churches 
in 2002 to 53 churches today on 
the border with South Sudan.” 

At the press conference 
Bishop Andrew also met four 
members of the Ethiopian 
community who live in Reading, 
including Abreham Haileyesus, 
whose cleaning company serves 
John Lewis, and Tutu Melaku 
who runs Tutu’s Ethiopian 
Table, a restaurant in Reading. 

CONTINUED ON PAGE THREE. 
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Our coir mats are tightly 
woven and made on the loom 
to the finished size - not cut 
from rolls . The structure of 
our mats is therefore 
superior to other coir. 



2x1. 3M 



£40 



UK delivery 
£3.50 per order 



.SxM 



£23 



£10 



And we believe that COIR is the 
most robust natural fibre for floormats. 
Coir comes from coconut 
husks and contains more 
lignin, a complex woody 
chemical, ana less 
cellulose than other fibres. 

That is why our coir is 
so tough. Order online 
or visit One Village 
Worldshop in Woodstock. 



From weavers’ 
co-op, Kerala 
You can read 
much more 
about coir, the 
social background 
to these mats, and 
order online at 
Onevillage.com 

CK ©01608 81 181 I 
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Prayer & reflection 

Suffering the little children 




Alan Wilson on the contrast 
between society’s treatment of 
children and Jesus’s teaching 
on their importance. 

e in England are a funny 
old lot when it comes to 
our children. On the one 
hand we adore them, 
protect them, 

romanticise their innocence, fear for 
their future, fuss over their safety. On 
other levels our attitude is more 
ambiguous. 

We order them to their rooms with 
little respect, even, some of us on 
occasion hit them, as we would never 
assault a stranger. We sometimes ignore 
them, exploit them commercially on a 
grand scale, feed them rubbish, patronise 
them as trophies or objects of derision. 

We run a secondary school system that 
serves the elite superbly, but often 
consigns other children to apathy, 
boredom and mediocrity, by any other 
Northern European standard. Incredibly, 
the whole system is driven by a cynicism 
that accepts failing schools as somehow 
necessary to drive up standards in all the 
others — a terrible case of “Every now 
and then the English shoot an admiral to 
encourage the others”. 

I will always remember overhearing 
one disappointed parent’s reaction to 
her son’s 11 plus failure, shouted across a 
Bucks playground in front of all his 
friends — “Now look what you’ve done. 
You’ve ruined your life. Just wait until 
your dad gets home. I always knew we 
were wasting money on the tutors. How 



could you do this to us?” Toxic 
childhood in a land of plenty. 

More informally, increasingly 
desperate parents shout at their children 
in supermarkets, threatening dire 
punishments, but in the end buying them 
sweets, both courses of action that would 
have been unnecessary had there been a 
bit of respect shown in the first place. We 
love children in the abstract, but 
sometimes find real children less lovable. 



Mediterranean family parties are very 
much all-age events. We seldom eat meals 
with our children, and often corral them 
into their own little worlds, surrounded 
by electronic equipment, where nobody 
talks to anybody any more. Restaurants, 
responding to customers’ complaints, 
produce magnificent distraction packs 
on the assumption that the last thing 
children would actually want to do in a 
public place is talk with their parents. 



For another vision of children, I turn 
to Christ Blessing the Children by 
Nicolaes Maes (1634-1693), in our 
National Gallery. When purchased in 
1866 it was thought to be a Rembrandt, 
and Maes did indeed learn his craft from 
the Master. His subjects are often 
domestic rather than heroic. His patrons 
among the new Dutch merchant classes 
seem to have seen the ordinary lives they 
led as being more significant than 
classical heroics. 

It’s easy to see where the confusion 
about Rembrandt occurred because of 
the superb way the light in the picture is 
drawn out of shade and darkness. At the 
centre, flooded with light, is a bemused 
little girl whom a slightly solemn Jesus 
blesses with his whole attention, ignoring 
the heaving crowd of pushy parents in 
the half-light entirely. 

The small girl’s whole attention is off 
to the left, hooked on something we 
cannot see, beyond her anxious mother. 
Among the pushy parents, we catch a 
rather bemused little boy being shoved 
forward. Over to the extreme left a young 
man, some have suggested (as often 
happens with such people in paintings) 
Maes himself, looks to Jesus. 

The answer to aspirational anxiety, says 
Maes, is respect and the gift of loving 
attention to the child seen as a whole 
person rather than a half person. Jesus 
not only preaches it as a virtue, but 
practises it as a way of life. What do we 
really believe and practice about our 
children? 

The Rt Revd Alan Wilson is Bishop of 
Buckingham and Chairman of the Diocesan 
Board of Education. Above is Nicolaes Maes’ 
Christ blessing the Children from the National 
Gallery. 



February prayer diary compiled by John Manley 



(The following is for guidance only, ptease feel free Id adapt to local conditions and, if you wish, produce your own deanery prayer diaries.) 



Pray to the Father through the Son in 
the power of the Spirit for: 

TUES 1 Burnham: clergy Bill 
Jackson. Burnham St Peter’s (VC) 
School. 

WED 2 Cippenham: clergy Sue 
Smith, Janet Minkkinen; LLM Rene 
Baron. 

THUR 3 Eton, Eton Wick, 
Boveney, Dorney: clergy Lucy Holt, 
Janet Binns; LLM Alison Hassall. 
Eton Porny (VC), Eton Wick (VC) 
Schools. 

FRI 4 Hitcham: For the parish 
during an interregnum. 

SAT 5 Taplow & Dropmore: 

clergy Alan Dibden. Taplow St 
Nicolas (VA) School. 

MON 7 Colnbrook & Datchet: 

clergy Peter Wyard, Martin Davis. 
Colnbrook (VC), Datchet 
Churchmead (VA), Datchet St Mary’s 
(VA) Schools. 

TUES 8 Horton & Wraysbury: 

clergy Simon Douglas Lane, Andrew 
Parry; evangelist Mile Miller; LLM 
Beryl Walters. 

WED 9 Langley Marish: clergy 
Robin Grayson, Colin Hartley, Bruce 



Russell. 

THURS lOUpton -cum-Chalvey: 

clergy Andrew Allen, Derek West. 
Slough & Eton (VC), Slough St 
Mary’s (VC) Schools. 

FRI 11 Britwell: clergy John 
Chorlton, Charlie Styles. 

SAT 1 2 Farnham Royal with 
Hedgerley: clergy Graham 
Saunders, Gordon Briggs, Helen 
Chamberlain. Farnham Royal (VA) 
School. 

MON 14 Manor Park St John the 
Baptist, Whitby Road St Michael: 

clergy Jan Cotman. 

TUES 15 Slough St Paul: clergy 
Mike Cotterell; evangelists Gilbert 
David, Uzma David. 

WED 16 Stoke Poges: clergy 
Harry Latham. 

THUR 17 Iver: clergy Tim Eady, 
Brian Griffiths, George Howard; LLM 
Jim Dashper. 

FRI 18 Iver Heath: clergy Will 
Hazlewood; LLM John Mitchell. 

SAT 19 Wexham: clergy Ros 
Donovan, Jennifer Locke. 



21 Mon Goring, Streatley, South 
Stoke: clergy Mark Blarney, 

Elizabeth Dowding, Luci Heyn; LLM 
Ian Wallace. Goring (VA), Streatley 
(VC) Schools. 

TUES 22 Henley-on-Thames 
Holy Trinity: clergy Duncan Carter; 
LLM Michael Forsdike. Henley Trinity 
(VC) School. 

WED 23 Henley-on-Thames, 
Remenham: clergy Martyn Griffiths. 

THUR 24 Langtree Team: clergy 
Kevin Davies, Linda Smith, , David 
Addison, Angela Linton, Claire 
Alcock; LLM Brian Turner. 
Checkendon (VA), Stoke Row (VA) 
Schools. 

FRI 25 Nettlebed with Bix, 
Highmore, Pishill, Rotherfield 
Greys, Nuffield: clergy Brendan 
Bailey, Elisabeth Lakey. 

SAT 26 Rotherfield Peppard, 
Kidmore End, Sonning Common: 

clergy Graham Foulis Brown, Barry 
Olsen; LLM Morris Clegg. Kidmore 
End (VA), Peppard (VC) Schools. 

MON 28 Shiplake, Dunsden, 
Harpsden: clergy Paul Bradish, 
Stephen Cousins, Michael Seymour- 
Jones. Shiplake (VA) School. 



Sundays 

Simeon took him (Jesus) in his arms and praised God, saying 
‘Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace, according 
to your word; for my eyes have seen your salvation, which you 
have prepared in the presence of all peoples, a light for revelation 
to the Gentiles and for glory to your people Israel. ’ (Luke 2:28-32 
NRSV) 

SUNDAY 6: Burnham & Slough Deanery: Area Dean 
(and community chaplain) Allen Walker, Associate Area Dean 
Robin Grayson, lay chair Jo Saunders, secretary Margaret 
Linton, treasurer Mr Savage, associate clergy Alan Bignell, 
faith & work development Linda Hillier, LLMs Richard Rooley, 
Michael Wilcockson, Chaplains to the deaf Vera Hunt and 
Roger Williams. The people, PCCs, wardens and support 
staff of the deanery. All involved in planning for the Living 
Faith Event in 2011. The development of the Centre for 
Spirituality at St Anne’s, Littleworth Common. The Anglican 
Church in Jerusalem and the Middle East. The Queen 
entering the 60^ year of her reign. 

SUNDAY 13: Parents and Children Together (PACT) in 
Aylesbury, High Wycombe, Milton Keynes, South 
Oxfordshire, Reading and Bracknell celebrating their 
centenary year. The Anglican Church in Uganda: Henry Luke 
Orombi. MPs and councillors serving the people of the 
deanery of Farnham and Slough. 

SUNDAY 20: (Social Justice) Henley deanery: Area 
Dean Graham Foulis Brown, lay chair Sally Horton, secretary 
Christine Ratcliff, treasurer Brian Turner. The Church in 
Wales. 

SUNDAY 27: The Diocesan Vocations Network: 

convenor Caroline Windley. The Council for Partnership in 
World Mission: chair Maranda St John Nicolle, secretary Tim 
Naish. The Anglican Church of South East Asia. MPs and 
councillors serving the people of the deanery of Henley. 
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News 



Bishop arrives 

CONTINUED FROM PAGE ONE 

Bishop Andrew spent the rest 
of the day on a whistlestop tour 
of the Archdeaconry designed to 
give him a taste of his new patch. 
He went to Wokingham where 
he met staff, parents and 
children at All Saints CE Primary 
School, and heard about the 
innovative partnership between 
the school, All Saints Church 
and PACT which helps to 
support parents. He took part in 
a whole school assembly with 
Tina Norman, the headteacher. 

Next stop was W. Cumber 8c 
Son (Theale) Ltd in Marcham, 
where Neil Rowe, the farm 
manager, who is also Lay Chair of 
Abingdon Deanery, hosted a 
farmhouse lunch and showed 
him around the new low carbon 
beef unit. Then it was on to the 
UK headquarters of Vodafone in 
Newbury where he visited the 
recently opened Network 
Operations Centre, to give him 
an insight into the Thames 




out of Africa 



Valley’s hi-tech industry. 

During the day he also met 
Area Deans and Lay Chairs from 
across the Archdeaconry. He and 
Janice are now returning to 
Ethiopia to arrange their move 
back to the UK. Bishop Andrew 
will be installed as Bishop of 
Reading at Reading Minster on 
Saturday 16 April. 

For more on Bishop Andrew 

see www.oxford.anglican.org 



Reading Episcopal Area - the facts 

The Bishop of Reading is one of three Area Bishops who serve under 
the Bishop of Oxford. The Reading Episcopal Area (or Berkshire 
Archdeaconry) covers “old Berkshire", which includes the deaneries of 
Abingdon, Vale of White Horse, Wallingford and Wantage (which are in 
Oxfordshire) along with Bradfield, Bracknell, Maidenhead and Windsor, 
Newbury, Reading and Sonning. 

The Reading area has a population of more than 800,000 people 
which makes it larger than many dioceses in the Church of England. 
There are 1 18 benefices with 197 parishes. 



Diocese prepares to welcome Archbishop 



THE ARCHBISHOP of 
Canterbury is preparing to be 
the guest of honour during a 
special visit to the Diocese of 
Oxford in May, the Door c an reveal. 

Archbishop Rowan says he is 
looking forward to his official 
visit to Oxfordshire, Berkshire 
and Buckinghamshire. 

He says: “It will be a real 
pleasure to be back in the 
Diocese of Oxford for a few days. 
It has always been one of the 
most varied and creative in the 
Church of England; and my 
years as a Canon of Christ 
Church (and an honorary 
curate at St Alban’s in Cowley) 
helped me get to know 
something about this variety and 
liveliness. 

“A diocesan visit is always a 
chance not only to share good 
news but also to hear it from 
people working out their 
discipleship at the grass roots - 
and this is what I shall most look 
forward to.” 

During his stay Archbishop 



Rowan will visit Reading 
University where he will give a 
Global Citizenship lecture, meet 
A Level Religious Studies 
students at a schools’ event in 
Berkshire and attend a national 
Fresh Expressions event in 
Oxford. 

One of the highlights of his 
visit will be presiding at a 
Diocesan Eucharist at St Mary’s 
Church, Banbury. He will meet 
the diocese’s rural officers and 
members of Christian Concern 
for One World and will attend 
an ordinands’ event at Christ 
Church, Oxford. 

Plans for the visit are still 
being finalised, but Archbishop 
Rowan is expected to find out 
about the interfaith work going 
on in High Wycombe. He is also 
set to meet the governor and 
staff at HMP Grendon. 

More details of the visit, and 
how you can get the chance to 
see the Archbishop will be 
announced in the Door once they 
have been finalised. 




Archbishop Rowan plays table football during a visit to Wantage in 2005. 



Join forces to get your garden growing 



Grow Zones is a community 
project bringing help and 
inspiration to your garden, 
wonderful food to your table and 
adding friendship and purpose to 
your life. 

A Grow Zones team clubs 
together to share skills, tools and 
produce to eliminate food miles 
and turn gardens over to 
permaculture at whatever level 
you want - from a redesign of 
your whole plot to simply 
helping and sharing with 
someone else’s once or twice a 
year. 



The project gets people 
growing; introduces 

permaculture ideas; forms 
community; and teams even 
benefit from insurance cover for 
their group activities. 

Backed up by the Grow Zones 
Kit you’ll have all the resources, 
ideas and inspiration you need 
to get going. 

See www.growzones.com to 

find out more. 
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Surestart scheme 

HOLY Trinity Church, Prestwood 
and Buckinghamshire County 
Council have joined forces to 
provide a Surestart children’s 
scheme from the church premises. 

An extension at the back of the 
church hall will provide office 
space and new toilets. A new 
heating system will be installed 
as well as an upgraded kitchen 
and there will be a new 
playground for the pre-school. 
Listed Building approval and 
planning permission has been 
obtained. 

The church hall started life as 
the Prestwood village school, 
with the headmaster living in 
Church Cottage. Now it is used 
on weekedays by a pre-school 
and in the evenings and 
weekends for church and 
community activities. 



New music man 

All Saints' Church in Headington 
Oxford has a new Director of 
Music. 

Paul Burke has a degree from 
Worcester College, where he 
studied with Professor Robert 
Saxton; he is now pursuing his 
studies with Professor Paul 
Patterson at the Royal Academy 
of Music. 

Paul already has an impressive 
range of compositions to his 
credit. He writes music for a wide 
variety of situations and for both 
professional and amateur 
performers. 

His work has been performed 
at the South Bank Centre by the 
London Sinfonietta, and by the 
Manson Ensemble, as well as 
being broadcast recently on 
BBC Radio 3. Next April a 
commission from the Youth 
Orchestra of the Middle East is 
due to be performed in Dubai 
and Abu Dhabi. 



Calling all choirs 

DIOCESAN choirs are being 
given the chance to sing at 
Oxford’s University Church of St 
Mary the Virgin this summer. 

“The Church aims to provide 
services which are spiritual, 
intellectual and emotional 
refreshment," Gulliver Ralston, 
Director of Music, said: “Good 
Anglican music is critical in giving 
people, visitors and regulars alike, 
the chance to learn and grow 
their faith." 

So the church is inviting choirs 
from throughout the Diocese to 
sing at services throughout July, 
August and September. 

“Yes, we attract international 
choirs, but we recognise that 
there is a wealth of musical talent 
in the Diocese," said Gulliver. 

Choirs interested in 
participating in the University 
Church's Supporting Diocesean 
Choirs Programme are 
encouraged to get in touch with 
Gulliver at gulliver- 
ralston@hotmail.co.uk. 
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Archbishops o? Car.tenaury have commission&d 
an 'Archbishop of Cante'burys Lent Bock for 
decades. colteborat ng with a Christian, pub- 
lishei The books conoenfrate oo Uieutegicai w 
devotional Christian thsnes relavant to Lant 
in preparation for the ceteb ration of the pas- 
sion and resurrection ot Jesus Chnst in Holy 
Wee* end Fasiei The Arch b shop oam missions 
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Barefoot Disciple: Walking the Way of 

Passionate Hum iEity is the ti i oi ce for 201" whiten 
by Stephen Cherry who is Director of Minishy for 
Durham diocese a Residentiary Canon of Dur- 
ham Cathedral and a former Chap a n of King's 
College Cambridge He is an experienced perish 
priest ard a m amber of all the national Anglican 
adult learning ana pnofessiora development 
networks as well as of the Receptive Ecu- 
menism (international Roman Catholic and 
acumanical) pnojaet. He has written for Tha In- 



dapendant, She Church T'nas, Theology and 
Christian. His contributions to Praying for Eng- 
land (Continuum, 2008 land Forgiveness in Con- 
text f T h T Clark. 20041 have :;ae" particularly 
well reviewed - Theology described his chap- 
ter in the tatter as the jewel in the collection.' 

The focus or Bare root Disciple ;s the rediscovery 
of genuine, pass on ate humility as a hea thy, lite- 
giving and community-bui d.ng virtue, capab c of 
transforming our BSE i Blame Someone Else) 
Society, in our celebrity-obsessed culture, humil- 
ity is unfashionable and too often dismissed or 
confused with the enngi n g false humilitycfUnah 
Heep. Here the author shows that, when genuine 
humi ity is energ sed by tea* passion fresh and 
Averting ight is shone on fha chaltenga of fol- 
lowing Jesus Christ today and humility is redis- 
covered as a nealthy. life-giv ng and community- 
building vrtue. Stories and Concrete examples 
as well as a I usions to Irction poetry and art an- 



gaga The readers imagination and big thsn ogi- 
cal ideas am articulated in a h ghly accessible 
way. The emphasis cn learning from challeng- 
ing experiences end on very practical applica- 
tion makes this a “theology travel book', "'or Lant 
and well beyond. It powerfully synthesizes val- 
ues a p.d practices which are often disconnected. 



Barefoot Disciple 
Stephen Cherry 
RRP £9.99 

St Andrews 
Bookshop Price 
Only £7.991 




Barefoot 

Disciple 
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Mail Order 01494 S67250 ■ 
www.sta iidrewsbookshop.co.uk 




St Andrew’s bookshops 

books change lives....... 




We have been serving local 
churches foi eve’ 50 years. 
Visit your aca' branch to fnd 
out now cur expertise can eguip 
& resource you and your church. 

Great Misstmdcn 
51 -5c High Street 
HPT 6 DAL" 

01454 552155 

High Wycombe 

All Saints, 5 Caslte Street 
HPt3 ERF 
01494 525511 

Oxford 

57c St. Clements 
0X4 1AG 
01655 247567 



Witnay 

81 High Street 
CX2S6HP 
01993 706429 

Waive rton 

50 Church St 
MK12 5JW 
019U8 221831 



For aur other branches visit 
www.sland ra wsbookshep .cc.uk 



Exu uiiny Gl>J s 
Mercy 
51 even Oral I 
05.99 



Rich Inheritance 
York Course 
Stephen Ccttreil 
£3 bn 



Hope lor Easier 
C4.99 









Reflections for Lent 
£3.90 



P'eparsd for Purpose 
Titvur ParSfiiiyo 
£6 99 



Lent for Everyone 
Tom Wriqhl 
£6.99 
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Exclusive 

fheDoar 



t 



Discount 



1 






Lent 
books 
20% off! 






Qnng this voucher into yc 
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St Andrew s Bookshop tc receive 
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Sale items uoi included. 
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News 



PACT’s 100 th birthday 

ipr 




By Emma Owen 



MORE than 200 school children, staff and 
supporters of Reading-based charity 
Parents And Children Together 
celebrated the organisation’s 100 th 
birthday at a candlelit service of 
thanksgiving last month at Reading 
Minister. 

The service was led by the Bishop of 
Oxford, the Rt Revd John Pritchard, and 
was attended by children from local 
schools St Peter’s in Earley, All Saints in 
Wokingham, Englefield School and New 
Christ Church, Reading. 

PACT began in 1911 when one woman 
on a bicycle visited vulnerable families to 
help them build a better life for their 
children. During the last 100 years PACT 
has become a leading adoption and 
fostering agency for London and the 
South of England. It also runs important 
community and housing projects and 
services across the Thames Valley. 



Bishop John said: “The Diocese of 
Oxford is proud to have PACT as part of 
the diocesan family and to share in the 
celebrations of its 100th birthday. 

“Today has been a very special occasion 
as we rightly celebrate those 100 years of 
faithful service and good work. The 
family is the bedrock of society and we 
need to keep working to support parents 
and children in difficult circumstances in 
our communities.” 

All adoption and lifetime fostering 
placements arranged by PACT are 
supported by trained social workers and 
an innovative approach to post- 
placement therapy which tackles the 
issues which arise for the parents and 
children before they become unsolvable. 
PACT’S Centenary appeal aims to raise 
£100,000 to make this specialist therapy 
available to more parents and children 
including clients from other adoption 
and fostering agencies. 



Bishop goes potty for poverty 



THE Bishop of Oxford has gone potty 
for poverty by twinning his toilet with a 
loo in a remote village in Africa. 

The Rt Revd John Pritchard has linked 
the smallest room in his home with a 
latrine in Burundi. 

Bishop John said: “It’s a real tragedy 
that so many children die and that there 
are so many health problems caused in 
poorer countries because communities 
do not have access to fresh, running 
water. I was pleased to support this 
imaginative toilet twinning campaign.” 

The Bishop pledged £60 to twin a loo. 
The money raised is used to build a safe 
and clean toilet, as well as improve 
sanitation and hygiene for thousands of 
families through projects to supply clean 
water. 

Taking pride of place in Bishop John’s 
loo is a picture of the twinned toilet in 
Burundi, complete with the GPS 
coordinates which enables visitors to 
pinpoint the twinned loo on Google 
maps. 

Cherie McClintock, Toilet Twinning 
manager says, “Toilet Twinning is a 
unique way of supporting people for 



whom good, clean, safe sanitation is a 
luxury - not a given. 

“We are delighted that Bishop John has 
twinned his toilet. Thanks to people’s 
generosity we have built 1,500 latrines in 
Burundi, helping over 9,000 people to go 
to the loo in a safe, private and hygienic 
way.” Every minute, three children under 
the age of five die because of poor 
sanitation or dirty water. 

More than 433 million school days are 
lost each year because of waterborne 
diseases. Improving basic sanitation pays 
dividends, as for every £1 spent on 
sanitation at least £9 is saved in health, 
education and economic development. 

Toilet Twinning is a partnership 
between development agencies Tearfund 
and Cord to raise funds for poverty 
alleviation around the world, including 
improving water and sanitation in some 
of the world’s poorest countries. 
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New Year Challenge 

Join Church Mission Society’s New Year 
Challenge to make Mission Resolutions for 
2011 . 

The idea is simple. Either go to Facebook, 
www.facebook.com/1 OOOresolutions or to 
www.WeAreSayingYes.org to pledge to 
take actions to put a bit more of God’s 
mission into your everyday life. The website 
also offers people the chance to post 
prayer requests, ask others for advice share 
stories and promote their own events. 

Ideas include praying for people ahead of 
you in the supermarket queue, joining a 
campaign, making friends with someone of 
another faith or fasting from impulse buys 

. A spokesman for the Oxford based 
charity said: “It might help you to put 
something into action you’ve been meaning 
to do for a while. 

“Or if you’re already committed to the 
mission lifestyle, how about taking part in 
1 000 Resolutions to encourage others ?The 
more people that take part, the more others 
are likely to join in.’’ 

New on-line Directory 

The new 201 1 Diocesan on-line directory is 
now available. 

Details on how to log-on to the diocesan 
directory or to purchase a hard copy are 
available from the website - 
www.oxford.anglican.org or email 
debbie.dallimore@oxford.anglican.org or 
phone 01865 208225). 



To twin a toilet see 

www.toilettwinning.org 




Fine furniture for church and home 

Ronald Emett 

01308 868025 ronald@emett.co.uk 

Visit me at 

www.ronaldemettfurniture.com 



Writing Your Life Story? 

Bound Biographies 
helps people write 
their life stories, 
producing quality 
illustrated copies for 
family and friends. 

DO YOU have a 
manuscript to 
produce? 

HAVE YOU started 
writing and got stuck? 

_ OR ARE YOU just 
$ thinking about it? 

| Contact Sally Gray at 

67 Conway Close, Houghton Regis, Beds 
LU5 5SB 

Tel/Fax 01582 861407 or on 

E-mail: biographies@resource24.net 




To advertise in The Door call 
Roy on 01 752 225623 



Gilead 

FOUNDATIONS 
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Gilead Foundations Addiction Counselling 
Training School atRisdon Farm, 

J acobstowe, near Okehampton offers the 
following Diploma programme covering 
Restoration Ministry (11 courses) 

150 hours: £385 
Recovery Support Counselling 
(17 courses) 

280 hours: £530 
Addiction Studies (23 courses) 

350 hours: £700 

Gilead Foundations is also offering 

- Biblical Systematic theology 

- The Holy Spirit 

- The Person of J esus Christ: £250 

At Gilead Foundations we use the Genesis 
Process Relapse Prevention programme with 
our clients. This training and the Genesis 
tools are used throughout the programme at 
Gilead: £318 We also have a correspondence 
course on counselling byj ay Adams: £954 



SPECIAL OFFER 



Gilead Foundations is offering a limited number of scholarship places to suitable candidates who would like to 
study at ACTS. Don't lose out, sign up NOW 
The details: 

• Training period: approx 12 months 

• Accommodation: Accommodation at Gilead Foundations, Risdon Farm will be free. If you are eligible for 

housing benefit, Gilead Foundations will be claiming for this. Food will be 
supplied in the community dining room, free of charge. 

• Typical week: 5 days training (2 days in the classroom and 3 days practical at the rehabilitation centre), 1 day 
off, plus all trainees would be expected to be at the Gilead church on Sunday morning. 

• Codes of practice: Trainees must agree to abide by a code of practice (a copy is available on application). 

• Study materials: All study material will be paid for by Gilead Foundations 

If you, or someone you know would like more information about ACTS or would 
like to make an application, please contact: 

Laura Aim Tel: 01837 851240, 

Fax: 01837 851520, laura.alm@gilead.org.uk, www.gilead.org.uk 
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Advertising Feature 
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It’s been a long time since the Fairtrade 
movement started in this country. In it’s 
early years there was a great deal of 
support from our churches and 
Christian bookshops. 



In some towns the stall in the Church was 
probably one of the few places you could 
purchase Fairtrade products to show your 
commitment to the movement. This year 
Fairtrade Fortnight runs from February 28 to 
March 13, giving Churches and individuals yet 
another opportunity to confirm their support to 
the movement that 
has been so 
effective in recent 



FAnLTEAOE 

FORTNIGHT 
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years. 

Now many top 
brand chocolate 
brands have 

received Fairtrade approval and most shops 
will have a range of Fairtrade products on 
their shelves. Christian bookshops and other 
direct suppliers who were early supporters of 
the scheme will still be looking for your 
support at this time. 



Where does your church get its supplies of 
tea and coffee from, do you sell other items 
which could be Fairtrade products. 



To find out more how you can play an 
active part, visit the website at 
www.fairtrade.org.uk . It’s full of ideas and news 
and there’s still time to get the Fortnight 
Action Guide. 
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Would you like to become 
the Choir Director (and 
Organist) in the oldest 
recorded parish in 
England? 

Music is central to the worship of 
St. Dunstan’s, Monks Risborough 
and St Peter’s, Owlswick, 
Buckinghamshire. 

We are looking to appoint a Choir 
Director (and organist) who will work 
with the vicar, robed choir and other 
musicians/organists to develop the 
musical tradition of the parish. 

The current musical provision includes: 

• One weekly sung 
Eucharist/Family service plus 
occasional festivals 

• Other services e.g. weddings 
and funerals 

• A two manual organ in good 
condition 

• A small enthusiastic SATB 
choir able to tackle a diverse 
repertoire 

• Supportive congregation and 
clergy 

• At least RSCM rates 

For further information or an informal 
discussion about the role, please 
contact Rev. James Tomkins 01844 
275944 jamestomkins@btinternet.com 



Spotlight on ... 



Central diocesan services 



Rosemary Pearce Diocesan 
Secretary responds to the 
question: “So what does 
happen at Diocesan Church 
House?" 

D CH, an extended rectory next to 
the A34 in Oxford, acts as both 
an administrative and resource 
centre for the diocese. This is quite a 
challenge in a diocese that stretches from 
north of Milton Keynes, almost to the end 
of the Heathrow runway, south to the 
Surrey border and in the west to the 
outskirts of Swindon and into 
Gloucestershire and the Cotswolds. 
However it does mean that we benefit 
from economies of scale, providing 
services to our 618 parishes and 
benefices in a cost effective way. 

It also means that our staff team have 
to be strategic about how they use their 
time - whether they are the sole 
diocesan adviser on children’s work or 
one of the two surveyors responsible for 
overseeing the repair and maintenance 
of about 440 clergy houses. 

Approximately £22m was raised in 
income in 2010, around £l7m through 
parish share and £5m from other 
sources. 75 per cent of the expenditure 
budget was used to pay and house the 
clergy, 16 per cent to fund the central 
services and 7 per cent was paid to the 
national Church to fund the training of 
ordinands, (which is pooled nationally) , 
and our contribution to the cost of the 
national church. 

Of the £3. 8m allocated to central 
services eight per cent is used to manage 
the glebe (church land and 
investments) , the income from which is 
used to help pay clergy stipends. £1.6m 
net income was generated in 2010 which 
helped to keep down the parish share. 
The Glebe and Buildings team lead this 
work with the Investment Committee. 
They also generate income by selling 
architectural services to church schools. 

We try to generate income from 
outside sources wherever possible. The 
Education team of school and premises 
advisors work with two Academies, 112 
Aided and 165 Voluntary Controlled 
schools. They are one of the leading 
education teams in the country 
spearheading work with academies, 
providing new schools in development 
areas and playing a key part in the work 
of mission in the diocese. 





Only 22 per cent of their 
£9m income comes 
through the parish share, 
the remainder comes from 
services sold directly and 
indirectly to schools and 
from trust funding. 

As a staff team we are 
committed to helping 
parishes serve God in their 
communities. We realise 
that parishes have very 
different needs and levels 
of resourcing and we try to 
offer appropriate support 
in a variety of ways. 

Bishop John has 
encouraged us to consider 
our work through the lens 
of Living Faith for the Future 
and one of the results of 
that has been the drawing 
together of the work done 
by the old Boards of STEM 
(Stewardship, Training, 

Evangelism and Ministry) and Social 
Responsibility, into a new Board of 
Mission. 

The Board has a wide brief including 
vocations and discernment work. Oxford 
is one of the dioceses producing most 
ordinands each year, benefitting the 
Church of England as a whole. Over 
£300,000 of the Central Services budget 
is spent on support grants for ordinands. 
Some of the training and support is 
provided for ordination candidates and 
LLMs through local training 
programmes and a wide range of 
training is offered to clergy and lay 
people. 

Many parishes benefit from the 
consultancy and support provided by 
our three Archdeaconry Parish 
Development Advisers. We have part 
time specialists providing support for 
parishes or groups working on 
environmental issues, providing spiritual 
care to the elderly, world development 
projects, pastoral care and a range of 
social justice areas. 

Staff provide advice on work with 
Children and Young People, Child 
Protection, Christian Giving and 
Pastoral Reorganisation. As we often 
only have one member of staff working 
in these areas (and some of them part 
time) the involvement of a significant 
number of volunteers is vital. Clergy and 
lay people with passion and expertise 
play a key part in helping us to take 
forward every area of activity and we are 
very grateful to them for their generosity 
and commitment. 

46% of the central services budget is 
spent on the Board of Mission’s work 
and they generate just under £100,000 
towards their costs. 

The volunteer contribution helps us to 
achieve much more than would be 
possible by paid staff alone. Volunteers 
also play a key role in the DAC - 
Diocesan Advisory Committee which 
deals with issues relating to church 
buildings. Their budget of about 
£100,000 (two per cent of the central 
services budget) includes the cost of 



providing faculties. About 540 faculty 
applications are considered each year. 
Teams of volunteer specialists also go 
with the DAC Secretary to visit churches 
and give advice on reordering projects - 
about 145 parish visits took place in 
2010. 

Diocesan expenditure 2010 

7°/o- to the 

national 2% - other 




It may seem as if DCH is some kind 
of Tardis and it does feel that way 
sometimes with so much going on. In 
addition to everything outlined above we 
hold, and act as Diocesan Authority for, 
800 parish financial trusts and authorise 
parish property transactions. Our 
communications team put together the 
Door, develop and maintain our website 
and the new on-line diocesan directory, 
promote media stories about the diocese 
and produce resources for Living Faith 
and other areas of work. In addition we 
have administrative teams in DCH and 
in the Archdeacons’ offices and HR 
support for the lay staff and to 
implement the new Clergy Terms of 
Service. We support and administer the 
work of the Diocesan Synod and 
Bishop’s Council. Staff working in the 
Finance and compliance areas help us to 
ensure that we comply with charity and 
company law. 

We have a great team but we are 
always interested in doing things better. 
Any comments and feedback are very 
welcome. 
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Inspired to Mend the Gap 




Ian MacDonald on Mend the 

Gap - an event to inspire and 
empower churches to be 
good news to children and 
young people. 

T ravelling on the London 

Underground you’ll have no 
doubt encountered the 
station announcement that 
repeats “Mind the Gap!” It’s a 
useful warning as the gap between the 
train and the platform could go un- 
noticed up to the point where your foot 
discovers it with potentially ankle- 
wrenching results. 

The ‘gap’ that’s inspired ‘Mend the 
Gap’ is much more noticeable. It is the 
gap between our aspiration as churches 
of being places of all age welcome and 
community, and the reality. The reality is 
that many of our churches have a 
generational gap between either the very 
young and the adult congregation, or in 
some cases a gap that has widened to the 
point where there are no young people 
at all. 

The statistics say it all: 

•59% of churches have no contact 
with 15-19 year olds 

•The number of under 11s in the UK 
church has dropped by over 50% since 
1979 

•Children are leaving church at a 
younger age than ever. 

But it’s not all doom and gloom. 

There are churches where faith and 
community engagement exists across all 
age groups with no gap. But in many 
parishes the gaps are clear and apparent 
enough to warrant serious prayer and 
careful consideration for us as a Diocese 
as we look at what a Living Faith means 



for all churches and for all ages. 

Here are some of the scenarios I 
encounter all too often as I work to 
support churches in their youth work. 

• Scenario 1 

The church used to have a vibrant 
Sunday evening group that attracted a 
dozen teenagers. Over the last few years 
the numbers have dropped and recently 
the two or three remaining teens just 
stopped coming. 

• Scenario 2 

The church has a creche and several 
children who come on a Sunday 
morning to a small ‘Sunday School’ we 
run in the hall. The children and their 
families are a valued part of our church 
but aged about eight or nine they grow 
out of what is on offer and they stop 
coming. 

• Scenario 3 

The church has an elderly 
congregation and aside from visiting 



grandchildren there are no children or 
families that are part of the church. 

Yvonne Morris, Diocesan Children’s 
Adviser is working with me to host Mend 
the Gap, a one-day conference that will 
allow us to look afresh at our work with 
children and young people and answer 
the question, “What can we do?” in 
scenarios like those above. 

We live in a time of unparalleled 
change. The world in 2011 is a very 
different place to the one in which most 
church congregation members grew up. 
But the message of Jesus, and indeed 
young people’s interest in discussing 
matters of life, faith, death and meaning 
hasn’t changed. 

A recent Archbishop’s Council paper 
called Going for Growth suggested that the 
church needed to move from ‘teaching’ 
to ‘being’ Good News to young people: 
“If instead of trying to teach good news to 
children (and young people), the Church tries 



to become good news, it will need such fresh 
eyes to see itself Such a church would need 
the confidence to deal with questions rather 
than always having to find the answers. It 
would be prepared to surrender its life and let 
its institutions be transformed. ” 

Mend the Gap is a day for all churches, 
whether they currently work with young 
people or not, to help them to be good 
news for children and young people. We 
are thrilled that Mark Griffiths author of 
One Generation from Extinction will be 
speaking alongside Bishop John. Mark’s 
innovative research and practical work 
with children was featured in the Door in 
November 2008. We are also welcoming 
a range of organisations and individuals 
who can practically help churches to be 
good news for children and young 
people. 

Yvonne says: “So often in our work 
with children and young people we pin 
up a notice saying ‘please come’ and 
wonder why they don’t! Transforming 
how we build relationships, walk the 
walk and explore the talk with children 
and young people could be the first way 
to lessen the widening gap. I invite 
anyone interested to come along for 
what promises to be an interesting and 
informative day.” 

Recommended reading: 

■One Generation from Extinction by 
Mark Griffiths 

•Pulling out of the Nosedive, by Peter 
Brierley 

* Reaching and Keeping Tweenagers - 
Analysis of the 2001 RAKES survey by 
Peter Brierley 

* Going for Growth, by the Archbishops’ 
Council. 
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What the churches have to 



AT St Peter and St Paul’s Church, Wantage, the PCC is 
considering the option of employing a youth worker, to help 
empower them to build on the work the church is already 
doing with children and young people. 

The Vicar, the Revd John Salter, said: “The youth club we 
once had doesn’t happen any more. We are looking to 
employ a youth worker part-time. We do have the Butler 
Centre, the former infant’s school which is entirely in the 
hand of PACT, which includes pre-school and after school 
clubs. I also have links with our church primary school. 

“The problem is that there is only me doing this sort of 
work at the moment and I can’t do everything. We do have a 
very successful church choir which is full of youngsters. 

“The PCC wants to see youth work happening and 
members have decided that they want to employ someone 
to do it. We hope to employ someone professionally who 
would stimulate, train and excite members of the 
congregation to do youth work.’’ 

GODLY Play has featured highly in children’s work at St 
Alban’s Church in east Oxford. 

Godly Play uses resources to help children engage with 
Biblical stories in fun and imaginative ways. They are used 
once a month at St Alban’s, which aims to provide 
something for children every Sunday. 



Twice a month there is a more traditional Sunday School, 
with an all-age worship service happening once every four 
weeks. 

The Vicar, the Revd Adam Romanis, has also provided a 
play area for children during the Sunday morning services at 
the Parish Church , St Mary and St John’s . 

“We encouraged families who turned up to go to St 
Alban’s, that was my strategy. However, we couldn't stop 
children from coming to St Mary and St John 's and we 
provided a children’s area at the back of the church. It can 
be a source of tension if the noise levels rise above what we 
consider acceptable but usually there’s a good sense of 
everyone being together. Eventually it became necessary to 
provide a children's story time during the Eucharist so that 
families were being ‘fed’ in a way appropriate to them. The 
clergy team took responsibility for this, and it gives a sense 
of being integrated into the Liturgy. " 

Adam says Godly Play works really well for primary age 
children, especially for girls. “In our experience boys may 
not always want to engage with it ,’’ says Adam, who finds 
that keeping boys interested in church seems to be more 
difficult. 

Noah’s Ark is a weekly toddler Mass on Wednesdays for 
pre-school children and their carers, which provides a 



say 

simple Eucharist for up 
to 20 people. Adam 
said: “A number of 
people come to that 
who don’t come to 
anything else and a few 
people come who 
worship elsewhere on 
Sundays.’’ 

A group for teenagers 
stopped about three years ago but the church does have 
loose associations with scout and guide groups. 

Adam said: “Children and young people are involved in 
choirs and serving, and that’s very important. Both our 
churches have teams of servers including children, and one 
or two young people in the choirs ." 

When asked whether he would find Mend the Gap useful 
he said: “It will be interesting to have some fresh thinking 
about youth and children’s work. 

“I'd particularly value something which helped me relate 
my own experience as a parent to the challenge of 
including children and young people fully in the life of our 
worshipping congregations.’’ 
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Winter Issue 

of The Sen 

The Son is a proactive, provocative and uncompromising newspaper 
which aims to put Jesus back at the centre of society. Written and 
presented in an easy to read tabloid style, based on the UK's biggest 
circulation newspapers, The Son is an ideal tool to reach friends, 
neighbours or groups. 

The Winter issue of The Son includes stories on Mandy Smith, former 
wife of Rolling Stones Bill Wyman, Casualty actress Adjoa Andoh, Big 
Brother contestant Dave Vaughan, England rugby star Ugo Monye and 
footballer Clint Dempsey. It's an ideal tool for outreach. Why not use 
The Son to reach your community? 



The Son 01752 225623 
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How Fair Trade helps 



AS floods around the world hit the headlines, Fair Trade producers are among those affected. The Eksteenskuil Agricultural 
Cooperative (EAC) in the Orange River area in the Northern Cape of South Africa (within the K&K Diocese) is no exception. 
As the Door takes a look at how Fair Trade can help alleviate poverty, we focus on Traidcraft’s work with the cooperative. 



S ince 1996, Traidcraft has 

worked with the EAC which 
produces the raisins and 
sultanas used in Traidcraft 
products. The partnership is 
mutual: Alistair Leadbetter, producer 
support officer for Traidcraft, notes: “We 
recognise that because it’s a trading 
relationship, both sides have 
responsibility. It’s people who are 
involved in these things. It’s not just an 
invoice, or an order or some raisins.” 
The first level of the relationship 
means that Traidcraft commits to pay 
the farmers a Fair Trade price for their 
fruit, as well as Fair Trade’s ‘social 
premium’ for community investment. 
The premium has helped to provide 
many benefits to the wider community, 
including community water pumps, 
repairs to water canals and schoolbags 
for local children. 

For farmer Pieter van Wyk the 
community water pump means easier 
access to water for his home. “We pump 
the water from the canal. Before I had 
to fill the bucket and carry it home.” 
Similarly, Elizabeth Mentoor, who along 
with her family, makes a living picking 
grapes for the EAC, is able to get water 
from a large tank outside her front 
door. 

“We only used to carry two buckets 
and that is not enough for the family so 
we had to walk the whole day to get 
water,” Elizabeth said. “Now it is 
convenient for us because we have water 
in the tank.” For pupils at the local 
primary schools, the premium means no 



more plastic carrier bags, as each child 
now has a schoolbag to carry books to 
and from school - especially important 
during the rainy season when school 
supplies used often to suffer damage. 

This is particularly crucial given that 
— as with families around the world — 
Fair Trade farmers have high ambitions 
for their children and prize education. 
Yet even such simple aids to children’s 
learning would be unattainable under 
normal circumstances. Don van Wyk, 
principal at George Island Primary 
School, explained: “It is like manna 
from Heaven. I tell you the parents will 
be overwhelmed. Our people are so 
poor in this area, these things are 
luxuries in their eyes. People will be 
talking about this for weeks and 
months.” 

The premium has also funded 
improvements to the farmers’ business. 
Local processors estimate that the EAC’s 
level of production could be hugely 
improved if farmers had access to 
modern techniques and equipment that 
a farmer with capital would have. So the 
premium is being used to buy such 
things as sprayers and tillers, as well as 
to improve the vine stocks. 

But Traidcraft also goes beyond price 
and premium to offer EAC crucial 
support to grow their business. This has 
included: 

•helping the producers to develop 
their association into the Eksteenskuil 
Agricultural Co-operative 

•working with them to gain Fair Trade 
certification 




•providing an ongoing support 
programme which has, for example, 
offered farmers training in cash flow, 
planning and budgeting 
Most recently, with support from 
Traidcraft donors, they’ve responded to 



the need expressed by women to revive 
the local Women’s Association, which 
assists women with projects such as food 
gardens and income generation. 



Eksteenskuil - the facts 

■ The Eksteenskuil cooperative has 76 members, of whom 
1 1 are women. 

■ The farms are on a series of islands in the Orange River — 
fertile, but marginal land. 

■ Most members have small farms, with the majority under 
about 1 2 acres. 

■ The area has high unemployment, so that stable farming 
work is crucial to households' income 



Becoming a Fair Trader 

WENDY Neale is one of an army of Fair Traders in the Oxford Diocese who work to raise 
awareness and make fairly traded products available to people in their parishes. 

Wendy, whose day job is working in the office of her church, St Nicolas, Earley, in 
Berkshire, a Fair Trade church, says: “We aim to be open to God, open to each other and 
open to the community and our commitment to Fair Trade is all part of being open to our 
global community and loving our neighbour.” 

Wendy organises events each year for Fair Trade Fortnight which takes place in March 
and last year the church arranged a showing of Slumdog Millionaire and a curry night, as 
well as a fair trade service with a Kenyan liturgy. This year they will be having a special 
service on 6 March and a LOAF (Local Organic and Fair Trade) lunch on 1 3 March. 

She runs a Fair Trade stall twice a month after different services, selling Traidcraft goods 
and belongs to a group within St Nicolas that looks at world issues, including Fair Trade. 
The church’s communion wine is also Fair Trade. 

Wendy says: “I got involved because I have a strong belief in justice for all and I feel that 
people in the developing world should not be disadvantaged by the unfair practices of 
those of us who have more. 

“I was very struck by a recent quote from the Archbishop of York saying that if we chose 
a non-Fair Trade product we are choosing to contribute to the poverty of others." 

To become a Fair Trader, call 0870 444 1 543. For more details see 
www.traidcraft.co.uk/buying_fair 

Join the cotton club during Fair Trade Fortnight 

CHURCHES are being urged to buy Fair Trade cotton bunting to decorate their 
buildings during this year’s Fair Trade Fortnight (28 February to 13 March). 

The bunting is being sold by the Fair Trade Foundation www.fairtradefoundation.org.uk 
and after the fortnight, will be sent back to the foundation to be sewn into one large line 
of bunting. 

And the theme for Fair Trade Fortnight this year is Show off Your Label on your Fair 
Trade Honey. Honey has been chosen becuase it can be local and Fair Trade. Not only 
will churches be creating a buzz about Fair Trade, but they will be reaching out to 
beekeepers in Chile, Guatemala, Tanzania and Kenya. For more information contact 
Maranda St John Nicolle on maranda@ccow.org.uk or 01 235 850267 



Getting just rewards 



FOR Paul Spray, Director of Policy at 
Traidcraft, the injustice of the way people 
in developing countries work long and 
hard for little reward was the motivation 
for joining the Fair Trade movement. 

“The normal trading system at best 
takes a long time to right such wrongs, 
and at worst widens inequalities,” he 
notes. But Fair Trade, he feels, offers an 
opportunity both to send a message to 
supermarkets that consumers want to see 
producers do better — and to get real 
results. 

Paul is responsible for directing 
Traidcraft’s advocacy work around trade 
and corporate accountability — an area 
in which the company seeks to speak out 
for and with developing-country 
producers. 

Paul, who lives in Oxford and is 
training as a lay preacher at Wesley 
Memorial Methodist Church, came to 
Traidcraft from a role as Deputy Director 
at the Department for International 
Development. He has over 30 years’ 
experience in development and held 
multiple roles at DFID. He has also served 
in leading positions at Christian Aid and 
at the Catholic Institute of International 
Relations. 

He is excited by the results he sees Fair 
Trade achieving particularly by helping 



marginalised 
people and 
communities. 

He quotes a 
single mother 
from India, 

Hanumanthamma, 
who used to work 
as a temple 
prostitute but 
joined other 
women to set up a small business making 
compost and selling it to local organic 
cotton farmers: “I always feel very happy, 
that my life is not the same. Now I have 
women from my group, who are also 
supporting me very much. 

“They don’t see me as they used to look 
at me in the past. 

“Now they not only help me financially, 
but also act as a voice for me in my village 
community. I see better days not only for 
myself, but for all my children.” 

As an organisation dedicated solely to 
Fair Trade, Traidcraft works to “push the 
boundaries” of Fair Trade to make it 
more effective, helping new producers to 
come to market and is committed to 
working with small producers, even 
though doing so can be more complex 
than working with larger plantations. 
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Advertising Feature 

Preparing for lent 

Over the centuries many rituals and 
traditions have become a part of 
Lent, the period leading up to Easter 
itself. 

Starting on Ash Wednesday, the forty days 
of denial and reflection begin on March 1 this 
year. Within the western Christian tradition the 
forty days do not include Sundays, which are 
still celebrated as the resurrection of the living 
Lord. 

At its beginnings in the fourth century 
church, Lent was originally seen as a time of 
preparation for those who were to be baptised 
during the Easter Vigil. As these people were 
being received into a living community of faith 
the existing members were also expected to 
prepare to receive them. The forty days 
remind us of the forty days Christ spent in the 
wilderness where he too was put to 
temptation. 

There have been many developments over 
the years and Lent today offers many 
challenges and opportunities for Christians to 
reflect on their faith. This can be done through 
individual study and reflection, through group 
events and workshops or even organised 
retreats. Many publishers offer guides for this 
central part of the Church calendar and there 
are also various forms of retreat on offer for 
those able to take ‘time out’ from their regular 
pattern of life. 

The tradition of giving up something for Lent 
has developed from the period of fasting as 
exercised by the early church, although many 
see it as a time for charitable works and 
thinking of others. 

Many churches have now developed a 
tradition for a single day of fasting and 
collecting funds for less fortunate peoples 
abroad others will organise simple meals of 
soup and bread, again an act of penitence. 

Typing the word ‘Lent’ into the search 
engine on your web connection can bring up 
many fascinating pages full of information, 
and whilst an understanding of the past is 
useful in understanding this annual event, a 
determination to be actively involved in some 
form of activity of study or reflection is the 
most creative path that a Christian is likely to 
take this year. 

Whilst it may begin in just a few weeks 
time, there is still time to decide how you can 
approach Lent and become more involved this 
year. 

For all, Lent is first and foremost a time of 
prayer and penance. It is a time to seek 
forgiveness of sins and seeking God’s grace. 
Whilst Lent can be seen as a period of grief, it 
leads to the Christian celebration of Easter. 



The Fellowship of Medtation 

We practise and teach Christian . 

contemplative meditation at 
residential and day courses £ 4. 

at our centre in Dorchester and at 
other retreat centres i n the U K . a organ**™ 

We use meditative sentences to still the mind, to focus our attention 
on God, and to serve as channels through which the power 
of the Spirit can enter our hearts. 

Our members also gather in local groups. For further details please 
contact: 

The Secretary, The Fellowship of M editation 
8 Prince of Wales Road, Dorchester, Dorset DTI 1PW. 

Tel: (01305) 251396 
E: fellowship.meditation@virgin.net 
W: www.fellowshipofmeditation.org 

UK Reg Charity No: 213323 



Ivy House 

St Denys Retreat Centre 
3 Church Street 
Warminster BA 12 8PG 
Telephone: 01985 214824 

A place of rest, 
refreshment and renewal 

2011 Lent Retreat 
March 14th to 18th 

He Chose the Nails 
Led by Pat Marsh 

See www.patmarsh.blogspot.com 




Feature 

Four centuries o 



The 400th anniversary of the King James Bible is gaining momentum. The Door reports on the 
celebrations, events and innovative Bible reading schemes being launched across the Diocese 
to celebrate. 

Why is the King James Bible so special ? 



he King James Version of 
the Bible is one of the first 
books I can remember 
reading, writes Rachel 
Boulding. As a small child, I 
was struck by the strange, old-fashioned 
dark type, the odd words and 
expressions — ‘thee’ and ‘thou’, 

‘seeketh’, ‘sojourn’ and ‘tabernacle’. I 
didn’t have much clue about what it all 
meant, but I did grasp something: it was 
important and it had the unmistakable 
stamp of authority. 

Of course, this is because these are the 
words of Scripture. We don’t approach 
the Bible like any other book that might 
contain history, poetry, biography, law 
and other types of writing. This is Holy 
Writ, and we come reverently, looking 
for the words of eternal life — words on 
which we can base our whole existence. 
These words set our spines tingling. Like 
the disciples on the road to Emmaus, 
our hearts ‘burn within us’ as we read or 
hear them (Luke 24:32). 

‘ The language of the KJV 
has a special vividness. ’ 

But with the KJV there is something 
else, too. Because the translation was 
done in a particular way, at a particular 
time in the development of the English 
language and English literature, its 
words and phrasing are especially rich 
(Dr Alison Shell talks about this in a 
straightforward and illuminating way in 
her afterword) . Like good poetry, the 
chosen words suggest depths and layers 
of meaning, neatly and movingly. They 
also have echoes of Shakespeare, having 
been produced at about the same time 
(although this translation came too late 
for the playwright himself; he used the 
Geneva Bible of 1560). 

The language of the KJV has a special 
vividness, which comes partly from its 
origins in this historical period, when 



the language was changing rapidly. But 
it was made to sound deliberately old- 
fashioned, harking back to earlier 
English translations, 80 years before it 
was put together in the years leading up 
to publication in 1611. In fact, it draws 
very heavily on William Tyndale’s 
translation of the 1520s and 1530s. A 
computer analysis in 1998 suggested that 
83 per cent of the KJV New Testament 
and 76 per cent of its Old Testament 
came from Tyndale. 

The idea that it wasn’t meant to sound 
like everyday language (like what we 
used to call ‘Gas Board English’) is 
reflected in what John Donne, the poet 
and Dean of St Paul’s, spoke of in one of 
his sermons, preached a few years after 
1611. He referred to the style of the 
Bible in its original tongues as having ‘a 
delicacy, and harmony, and melody of 
language” and not with barbarous, or 
triviall, or homely language’. He refers 
slightingly to ‘Translations, which could 
not maintaine the Majesty, nor preserve 
the elegancies of the Originall’ (from 
Sermon LV ‘Preached on the 
Penitentiall Psalms’). 

The KJV might not sound chatty, but it 
uses sharp phrases that immediately give 
an echo to so much of our experience. 
Hence, ‘Lord, I believe; help thou mine 
unbelief,’ says the father of a boy with a 



spirit (Mark 9:24). 

‘Unbelief’ is a fairly literal version of 
the Greek apistia, and has a raw 
directness. It conjures up so much more 

‘It’s not surprising that it 
is still the best selling book 
in the world ... ’ 

than the more awkward ‘I do believe; 
help me overcome my unbelief’ (NIV) . 

The KJV also first coined many words 
and expressions that have become part 
of the language — so much so that most 
people don’t necessarily think of them 
as biblical, and usually attribute them to 
Shakespeare. So we have ‘escaped with 
the skin of my teeth’ (Job 19:20), ‘they 
shall reap the whirlwind’ (Hosea 8:7), 
‘the signs of the times’ (Matthew 16:3), 

‘a law unto themselves’ (Romans 2:14), 
‘the powers that be’ (Romans 13:1) and 
many more. It’s not surprising that it is 
still the best-selling book in the world, 
despite the huge growth in modern 
versions. 

Above is the introduction to Celebrating 
the King James Version by Rachel 

Boulding, reproduced with permission of 

BRF. 



Win a KJV devotional 

IN Celebrating the King James Version Rachel Boulding 
explores her passion for the KJV in this hardback gift 
book of 1 1 6 devotional readings. 

Included are many of the best-loved passages 
including Psalms 21-41, Proverbs 31, Lamentations, 
and Matthew’s account of the Sermon on the Mount. 
Also included are readings based on the writings of 
Richard of Chichester and Julian of Norwich. 

The Door has three copies of the book to give away 
in this month’s prize draw. To enter, send your name and 
address to Celebrating the King James competition, The 
Door, Diocesan Church House, North Hinksey Lane, 
Oxford, OX2 0NB. The closing date is February 4. 




A year of getting to grips with scripture 



A YEAR of getting to grips with the Bible 
in different ways has been officially 
launched in one benefice, to mark the 
KJV anniversary. 

A team has spent six months planning 
how best to get an overview of Bible, 
through the Sunday preaching 
programme, home groups and one-off 
events in Haddenham with Cuddington 
and Kingsey and Aston Sandford. 

The benefice has signed up to the 
national Biblefresh initiative and is 
planning to have home groups focused 



on getting church members excited 
about the Bible. 

Congregation members will be 
encouraged to sign up to the Scripture 
Union El 00 challenge of 100 Bible 
readings. The Benefice will be 
celebrating three Biblical festivals - 
Passover, which links in to Easter, 
Pentecost, and Harvest Festival, also 
known as the Festival of Tabernacles. 

Priest in Charge the Revd Margot 
Hodson, said: “We have other initiatives 
brewing at the moment. 



“We are thinking of an evening pub 
reading of Mark’s Gospel and pondering 
getting a pub quiz going on the Bible. 

We are thinking of how we can get it out 
into the community as well as 
challenging our congregations to read 
the Bible more. 

“Cuddington Church is doing a Lent 
for Everyone course, and Canon David 
Winter is coming to speak at that. We’ve 
got Richard Fisher from the Bible 
Reading Fellowship doing an overview of 
the Bible.” 
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f the King James 



W e asked the Diocese of Oxford’s 
bishops and archdeacons to tell 
us about their favourite copy of 

the Bible. 

The Bishop of Oxford, the Rt Revd 
John Pritchard, said: “I love the 
resonance of the Authorised Version but 
when I became a Christian in a 
meaningful way it was the RSV that fed 
me. I then spent a long period with the 
NIV, valuing its clarity and accessibility. 

“When I want an adrenalin rush I turn 
to The Message. However, the NRSV 
combines scholarship, authority and 
inclusive language, and I value the 
consensus that has gathered around it 
on the Church of England's major 
liturgical occasions. So that's where I am 
- at the moment!” 

The Bishop of Dorchester, the Rt Revd 
Colin Fletcher, said: “This copy of the 
New International Version has been my 
faithful friend and companion both in 
preaching and personal reflection for a 
good number of years. Nowadays as it 
tends to fall apart I often use a younger 
sibling to it for the sermons themselves 
but there is something reassuringly 
familiar about its well thumbed text. I 
like the NIV for its readability and its 
faithfulness to the original text. Its final 
great advantage - for someone who 
wears varifocals - is that it is in a large 
clear print - an invaluable help in some 
pulpits.” 

The Bishop of Buckingham, The Rt 
Revd Alan Wilson, uses the Orange Tree 
Bible Reader on his IPAD to read his 
Bible every day, but says his favourite 
physical Bible is the New Revised 
Standard Version. He says: “The Ipad 
reader enables me to read the Bible in 
the original language in large. When 
you see the bible in Englishand in the 
original language it makes you think 
about what it’s really saying . I have 
become much more aware of how 
beautiful, subtle and powerful the Bible 
text is when you access it in the original 
language.” 

Archdeacon of Buckingham, the Ven. 




Karen Gorham says: “My favourite 
version of the Bible is the New Revised 
Standard Version. It is a version that 
seeks to preserve all that’s best in the 
English Bible as it has been known and 
used through the years. 

“For me its importance is in the use 
of inclusive language, appreciating that 
a bias towards the masculine gender in 
the English language has often restricted 
or obscured the meaning of the original 
text of the Bible. This particular Bible 
was presented to me in 1992 by the 
congregation of the church I served in 
East Hull prior to theological college. 

All the texts I later studied are 
marked... good for recapping now!” 

The Archdeacon of Oxford, the Ven. 
Julian Hubbard says: “My most treasured 
copy of the Bible is the Greek New 
Testament given to me when I was 
ordained. At one time I studied Greek at 
university and so the book represents for 
me bringing together the various parts 
of who I am in order to make a whole 
offering of the self. A page of Greek is a 
lovely thing, much nicer than a page of 
English squiggles.” 



The Archdeacon of Berkshire, the 
Ven. Norman Russell says: “My personal 
favourite is the Revised Standard 
Version. It was published in stages after 
the Second World War and was 
becoming widely used when I just 
started reading the Bible seriously as a 
teenager and in my undergraduate days. 

The study Bible which I used at 
theological college, with its wide margins 
for notes was an RSV. I still have it and 
use it, though it is now falling apart. 

Like a favourite pair of shoes it is part of 
me - but there it is more to it than that. 
It does not pander to the politically 
correct obsessions of the day, like 
seeking to become gender neutral. 
Instead it seeks to be as faithful as 
possible to the Hebrew and Greek texts 
which I prefer. Finally, I think it 
succeeds in ‘preserving all that is best in 
the English Bible as it has been known 
and use through the centuries’ and 
‘putting the message of the Bible in 
simple, enduring words that are worthy 
to stand in the great Tyndale-King James 
tradition.’” 



Noah, Goliath and the Oxfordshire Gospels 



CHURCH schools are being asked to join a 
project to produce a handwritten text of the 
four Gospels from the King James Bible. 

The Bishop of Dorchester, the Rt Revd 
Colin Fletcher, has written to all of the 
church schools in Oxfordshire, asking them 
to join in the project, which is being 
supported by the Diocesan Board of 
Education, Christ Church Cathedral and the 
Bible Reading Fellowship, (BRF). Bishop 
Colin said: “The aim is that this should be a 
beautiful piece of work, done with suitable 
‘medieval’ decoration, but one that also 
reflects the individuality of the writers and 
the school concerned." The chapters will be 
collated and bound separately as Four 
Gospels and presented in Christ Church 
Cathedral at the Annual City and County 
Frideswide service next October. 

Creation Theatre Company takes you on a 
theatrical high-speed race through the best 
bits of the Bible, including a battle, a murder, 
and a really big fish. See these extraordinary 



stories as you’ve never seen them before- 
with gore, the Russian mafia and dancing 
girls galorelVenue and dates to be 
confirmed. See www.creationtheatre.co.uk 
for more. 

St. Giles Church, Stoke Poges, near 
Slough, is the setting for Thomas Gray’s 
poem Elegy in a Country Churchyard, one 
of the most famous poems in the English 
language. The Church will celebrate the 
400th Anniversary of the King James Bible, 
as well as the 250th anniversary of the 
writing of Gray’s Elegy by hosting an Poetry 
and Faith open day on 9 July 201 1 . A full 
programme of events will be available soon. 
Further details of the church can be found 
on www.stokepogeschurch.org . 

A Biblefresh festival to celebrate the 400th 
Anniversary takes place on Saturday, 
February 1 2, 1 0am to 4pm at All Saints 
Church, High Wycombe. There will be a 
range of workshops, illustrating the ways in 
which people engage with Scripture, 



including alternative approaches to Bible 
study, Godly Play, Bibliodrama and a 
labyrinth. Admission is free. Biblefresh is a 
national movement, joining together 
hundreds of churches, agencies, 
organisations, colleges and festivals with the 
vision to reignite the Church’s enthusiasm 
and passion for the Bible. 

Oxford’s Corpus Christi College is holding 
a series of public lectures and a festal 
Evensong during late January and throughout 
February. Regent’s Park College’s Oxford 
Centre for Christianity and Culture is holding 
a series of public lectures. 

The Bodleian Library’s exhibition Manifold 
Greatness: Oxford and the Making of the 
King James runs from April 22 to September 
4. For more details of these and other events 
go to www.oxford.anglican.org . 

See www.biblefresh.com . For a host of 
other events taking place during the year and 
King James related resources see 
www.kingjamesbibletrust.org . 



NEW 

AUTHORS 

PUBLISH YOUR BOOK 
ALL SUBJECTS INVITED 

FICTION. NON FICTION. 
BIOGRAPHYMEMOIR, HISTORICAL, 
POETRY. SPIRITUAL/SELF-HELP, 
RELIGIOUS 

WRITE OR SEND 
YOUR MANUSCRIPT TO: 

ATHENA PRESS 

QUEEN’S HOUSE, 

2 HOLLY ROAD, 
TWICKENHAM 
TW1 4EG, ENGLAND 

www.athenapress.com 

info@athenapress.com 




FREE SPECIALIST 
CATALOGUE 
AVAILABLE 



lTIONAL 
LTT 

ECIAIISTS 



Over 300 apple varieties 
on M 26 (8ft) and many on M 27 (4ft) 
Patio Trees Upright Cordons, Family Trees of Cherry, 
Plum, Apple, Pear, Peach and so much more! 



Send for latest 
Catalogue loads of offers 




01983 840750 (24hrs) 

Tel: 01983 522243 Fax: 01983 523575 
Email: info@deaa)nsnurseryfruitscD.uk 
or visit our website 
www.deaconsnurseryfruitscD.uk 



MEL ROSE BOOKS 

Established 1969 

SEEKS NEW 
MANUSCRIPTS IN 
ALL SUBJECTS 

For an appraisal contact 
Melrose Books (Ref:TM ) 

StThomas 1 Place, Ely, Cambridgeshire CB7 4GG 

Telephone: 

01353 646608 

Email: infoOmelrosebooks.co.uk 




Tired of Watching 
Christians Living Broken 
Lives? Learn How You 
Can Change That! 



www.NeverEverTheSame.com/training 



E Mel M inistries +44 (0) 1252 797 340 



In times of need 

The loss of a loved one can be an emotional as 
well as stressful time. There are many 
professionals who can ease the burden of 
preparation for a funeral with their expertise 
and personal service. There can be a lot to 
arrange in a very short time whether or not its a 
church service or one at the crematorium. 
Funeral Directors have the experience, very 
often through several generations of the same 
family, to provide a fitting tribute to your lost 
one. There are many pieces of paperwork that 
need filling in and visits to registrars etc. They 
will make contact on your behalf with the Vicar 
you wish to oversee the service whether it is in 
your local church or a crematorium. They can 
arrange the music, the limousines, the hearse 
and so much more. 



(^funeral (£>rder cf Qfber vices 

An efficient and sympathetic service 

01865 726644 

’ enquiries@funeraiorderofservicesxom 

, w w w,f u n e ra I o rd erof se r vi ces >co tn . 

i ; 
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A, B. WALKER 

x Son | jmiieci 



www.abwalker.co.uk 




FUNERAL DIRECTORS 
& MONUMENTAL MASONS 



24 hour advice & assistance 



READING: Eldon House, 36 Eldon Rd 
Tel: (0118) 957 3650 

BRACKNELL: Ellen Lodge, 157 Binfield Rd 
Tel: (01344) 303707 

HENLEY-ON-THAMES: Blyth House, 158 Reading Rd 
Tel: (01491)413434 

WOKINGHAM Blyth House, 105 London Rd 
Tel: (01 18) 978 4040 



GOLDEN CHARTER 
PRE-PAYMENT PLANS 



G 



GRAVE TENDING 
SERVICE 
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Choosing a school 

Deciding on a school for your children is a tremendously important choice. 

In many cases a child’s primary and secondary education can have 
repercussions throughout life. 

With growing concerns surrounding much of education in Britain today, it should come as 
little surprise that Christian schools maintain their popularity with parents, providing a strong 
spiritual and moral basis in all that they do. The more disciplined style of education seems 
to bear fruit and their academic results continue to impress and in many cases improve. 

MORE TO SCHOOL THAN EXAMINATIONS 

It isn’t just the academic side of school that’s important, although we all know how much 
relevant examinations decide our futures, its all of the other activities as well. A good school 
will therefore be looking at Sport and the Arts. These both help to develop the whole person 
as we are each of us so much more than a bank of knowledge. Certain church schools are 
connected to our cathedrals and abbeys and form the home of education for the choristers. 
When choosing a school it is important therefore to look very much at your child’s talents, 
attributes and emotional make up when choosing a school rather than simply how much 
closer it is to home. 

DECIDING ON THE FUTURE 

It’s a very similar story with further education and many pupils will be looking towards 
subjects to study a A Levels and then on towards Degrees or other forms of further education. 

A lot of prayer and advice will be undertaken in deciding what path to follow, even when 
inherent talents seem to make the choice a little more obvious. There is also currently an 
emphasis in ongoing education, the idea being that there is always something new to learn. 
At all ages we are in a position to polish our skills or even acquire new ones. 





FOR 



CHORISTERS AGED 7/8 

[and for one 9 year-old] 



FOR SEPTEMBER 201 I 



Substantial subsidy from 
the Cathedra! puts this 
opportunity within the 
reach of many, many 
families. If you have a 
boy with a voice [we are 
looking for potential, not a 
trained singer] who enjoys 
singing and who you think 
might benefit from this 
wonderful opportunity, 
why not bring him along 
for an informal audition? 
There is nothing to lose 
and a great deal that your 
son could gain. For more 
information... 



... please contact Miss Diane Price, Admissions’ Secretary 
0 1 865 24256 1 registrar@cccs.org.uk 

CHRIST CHURCH CATHEDRAL SCHOOL 
3 BREWER STREET, OXFORD OXI IQW 



An Investment in Christian Education: 
The King's School, Witney 



The King's School has been heralded 
as Oxfordshire's 'best kept secret' and 
having just benefited from nearly £3M 
worth of investment, the school's future 
looks bright. A recent inspection stated: 

‘This is a successful school where pupils are 
happy and where the parents overwhelmingly 
express their satisfaction with both the 
learning and Christian ethos. ’ (OFSTED/BSi 
report 2008) 




The King’s School is an independent day 
school on the outskirts of Witney, offering an 
all-through education for pupils aged 3-16 
on one site. The school buildings have 
recently undergone a significant investment 
programme and now include a new sports 
hall, IT suite and purpose-built Primary wing. 

With the wide age range on site and student 
numbers of around 150, the school has a 
warmth and sense of family, often noted by 
visitors, with older students encouraged to 
interact with and show concern for younger 
pupils. 

The school also places a high priority on 
excellent pastoral care and aims to foster a 
strong feeling of community within the 
school. Parents are encouraged to take a full 
part in its running and many contribute in a 
variety of ways on a weekly basis. 

The King’s School, established in 1984, is run 
by Oxfordshire Community Churches which 
has been operating across the county for 
some 30 years. It has an excellent track 
record of delivering a high quality, all round 
education with a strong Christian emphasis. 
One of the school’s priorities is that its 
curriculum should reflect a clear Christian 
worldview. The last inspection report 
commented: 

‘The quality of teaching is good throughout 
the school and has a number of outstanding 
features. It effectively supports the pupils in 
developing a Christian perspective to life. . . 



The religious dimension of learning 
experiences emerges naturally. ’ (OFSTED/BSI 
report 2008) 

Although it is non-selective, the school seeks 
to help every child attain their full potential 
and pupils achieve excellent results with 40 - 
45% of all GCSE exams taken resulting in A - 
A* and 90% in A* - C. A full range of 
subjects is offered throughout the school and 
pupils are encouraged to play an active part 
in Sport and Drama. Music features 
prominently, particularly in the context of 
dramatic productions and worship. The Duke 
of Edinburgh Award Scheme has also been a 
great success over the last few years. 







Pupils and staff take an active part in local 
events, participating in public speaking and 
environmental competitions, Witney District 
Council’s ‘Politics in Action’ day and have 
even been invited to Westminster! Pupils are 
also encouraged to serve their community by 
visiting local care homes and contributing to 
decorating or gardening projects in the area. 

The King’s School has a keen interest in 
fostering awareness of international issues 
and regularly hosts speakers who have 
worked and travelled overseas. Year 9 
students have visited a German school in 
Reichenbach and enjoyed hosting their newly 
made friends on a return visit in Year 10. Year 



1 1 students have visited Zambia, interacting 
with local schoolchildren and taking part in 
local social action projects. 

If you think your child would benefit from a 
King’s School education and want to find out 
more about the school or see it in action, you 
might like to make a note of its next Open 
Morning - Saturday 5th March, 9.30am until 
12.00pm. This will be an ideal opportunity to 
experience the school for yourself, talk to 
pupils, staff and parents and view the new 
facilities. For further information or to 
download a prospectus visit 
www.tkswitney.org.uk 
or ring 01993 778463. 

tie 

TH E KING'S SCHOOL WITNEY 
An independent, Christian school for 
girls and boys aged 3-16, offering 
a well-balanced curriculum, 
friendly, caring atmosphere, high 
standards of pastoral care and 
excellent academic results. 

Next Open Morning 

Saturday 5th March 2011 

(visits welcomed at other times, please contact us to arrange) 

New Yatt Rd, 

Witney, Oxon 
0X29 6TA 
t: 01993 778463 
e: tks@occ.org.uk 

www.tkswitney.org.uk 
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The Door post 

Courses, training, conferences & workshops in February 2011 . 



The Doorpost is a free service for churches to advertise their events and is designed to be hung on church 
noticeboards. Please send your events to doorpost@oxford.anglican.org or by post to Church House. The 
deadline for the next issue is 4 February 2011. 




SATURDAY 5 FEBRUARY 



OXFORD: St James Church, 
Beauchamp Lane, Cowley are 
holding Snowdrop weekends this 
weekend and 12/13 February. 
Saturdays 1 0am - 4pm; Sundays 
2pm - 4pm. 

SWYNCOMBE: St Botolph’s Church 
are having Snowdrop teas each 
weekend from 5-20 February from 
2pm - 4pm. 

GROVE: Grove Parish Church are 
holding a one day conference from 
9.30am - 4pm ‘Reaching Un- 
Churched/De-Churched Men with 
the Gospel’. £7 per person (bring 
own lunch) if paying on the door. 
Chair: The Archdeacon of 
Buckingham. Further details 
ruth.wilson@oxford.anglican.org 

FRIDAY 11 FEBRUARY 



OXFORD: Unicorn Group Open 
Meeting. All welcome at 1 
Canterbury Road, North Oxford. 
Coffee/tea from 1 2.30pm (bring own 
lunch). Talk at 1 - 2pm by Clare and 
John Prangley, members of Pax 
Christi - 1 Living the Gospel of 
Peace.’ 

SATURDAY 12 FEBRUARY 



HIGH WYCOMBE: All Saints Parish 
Church from 1 0am - 4pm. Come and 
celebrate the 400th anniversary of 
King James Version of the Bible at 
this Biblefresh Festival. Free 
admission. Details 01494 520676. 

WOOLHAMPTON: Douai Abbey 
(RG7 5TQ) at 7.45pm. Reading 
Bach choir presents ‘Visions of 
Eternity’. Tickets from 01 1 8 947 
01 04 or tickets@readingbachchoir. 
org.uk 

SUNDAY 13 FEBRUARY 



MAIDENHEAD: St Luke’s Church, 
Norfolk Road. ‘Celebrating Love’ - St 
Paul tells us that we are rooted and 
grounded in love. You are invited to 
share in a special service at 1 0am to 
celebrate love. 

MONDAY 14 FEBRUARY 



WALLINGFORD: St Mary le More are 
holding a Valentine’s dinner at 
7.30pm for 8pm start. Cost £25 per 
couple (which includes food and 
wine). Booking need to be made as 
places are limited - Tel: 07860 

Courses & special events 

ENABLING CHURCH: DISABILITY 
AND WHOLENESS: This day is part 
of the Continuing Ministerial 
Development programme and will be 
held on 9 February at Diocesan 
Church House. This day will explore 
the particular contribution which 
many people with disabilities are 
making to the life and mission of the 
Church; reflect on the 
interdependence of disabled and 
temporarily non-disabled, and 
consider the implications for our 
own ministry. Details and booking 
form from jeni.hobbs@oxford. 
anglican.org 

WHAT REPLACES POVERTY? A 

chance to think about what poverty 
is and what some Christian visions 
for a world without poverty might be. 
Conference from 11-13 February 



2561 63 or email ralph@ralphand 
helen.co.uk 

WEDNESDAY 16 FEBRUARY 



HIGH WYCOMBE: Trinity United 
Reformed Church from 6.30pm - 
8pm. Christian Aid talk by the 
Director of Christian Aid. Details 
oxford@christian-aid.org or 01 865 
246818. 

THURSDAY 17 FEBRUARY 



OXFORD: The Retired Clergy 
Association talk in the Priory Room at 
Christ Church Cathedral at 1 0.30 am 
(1 0.1 5am coffee). ‘The Reception 
History of the Imitation of Christ.’ by 
The Very Revd Robert Jeffrey, retired 
Sub Dean of Christ Church. Details 
01865 761476. 

THATCHAM: St Mary’s Church at 
7.30pm. You are invited to the book 
launch for David Winter’s new book 
‘ Facing the Darkness and Finding 
the Light’. David Winter will 
introduce the book and read extracts 
from it. 

SATURDAY 19 FEBRUARY 



MARLOW: All Saints Church (by the 
bridge). The Reading male voice 
choir 7.15pm for 7.30pm start. 
Details and tickets from 01 628 
488772. 

SUNDAY 20 FEBRUARY 



SWYNCOMBE: St Botolph’s. 



at High Leigh Conference Centre, 
Herts. Details www.ewdc.blog.com 

INTRODUCTION TO LAY 
MINISTRY: This course is for LLMs 
in training and other interested 
learners who want to look at the 
theology of ministry, lay and 
ordained, and issues of support and 
supervision. Saturday 1 9 March at 
Diocesan Church House. Cost £18. 
Further details and booking from 
sheila.townsend@oxford.anglican.org 

MARRIAGE COURSE: This course 
begins on 28 February at 8pm at St 
Mary le More Church, Wallingford. It 
will run for 7 weeks and cost £1 0 per 
couple (includes a meal and course 
materials). Details helen@ralphand 
helen.co.uk 



Following on from the Snowdrop teas 
which are from 2pm - 4pm is Choral 
Evensong at 4.30pm. 

TUESDAY 22 FEBRUARY 



MAIDENHEAD: High Street Methodist 
Church, King Street SL6 1 EF from 
6.30pm - 8pm. Christian Aid talk by 
their International Director. Details 
01 865 24681 8 or oxford @christian- 
aid.org 

THURSDAY 24 FEBRUARY 



FREELAND: Quiet day at the Old 
Parsonage from 1 0am - 4pm. No 
need to book just drop in for all fo the 
day or part of the day. 

FRIDAY 25 FEBRUARY 



OXFORD: Unicorn Group Open 
Meeting. All welcome at 1 
Canterbury Road, North Oxford. 
Coffee/tea from 1 2.30pm (bring own 
lunch). Talk from 1 pm to 2pm by Dr 
Marcus Braybrooke: ‘Islam - a mercy 
for the world? Theological Dialogue 
between Christians and Muslims.’ 

FINGEST: Hambleden Valley, near 
Henley. Healing service with laying on 
of hands and anointing at Holy 
Communion at 10.15am. Details 
01491 571231. 

SUNDAY 27 FEBRUARY 



DORCHESTER ON THAMES: 

Praise@7 ‘Big Sing’- at Dorchester 
Abbey at 7pm. 



Services at Christ 
Church Cathedral 

Sundays: 8am Holy Communion; 

1 0am Matins (coffee in Priory 
Room); 1 1 .1 5am Sung Eucharist; 
6pm Evensong. 

Weekdays: 7.15am Morning 
prayer; 7.35am Holy Communion; 

1 pm (Wednesday only) Holy 
Communion; 6pm Evensong 
(Thursday Sung Eucharist 6pm). 

After Eight: Time to reflect, time to 
pray. Contemporary liturgies for 
mind and spirit on Sundays at 
8pm. 

Tel: 01865 276155 
www.chch.ox.ac.uk 



Customer friendly 

design & print 

For all your 
business needs 

Cornerstone Vision 

publishes this Diocesan newspaper. 
We also serve the needs of 
businesses all over the UK 
with excellent design and print 
services 

To receive the latest Cornerstone 
Vision media pack or discuss 
advertising in any of the titles, give Ian 
Pilkington or Roy Perring a call on 
01752 225623 



EWTN 

CATHOLIC TV 

IS NOW ON SKY 
- EPG 589 

Radio is on EPG 0147 

Live TV at www.ewtn.co.uk 
£175 total cost for equipment and installation 
With no monthly costs 

For information & free monthly 
programme call 

0208 350 2542 

ew mm 

GLOBAL CATHOLIC NETWORK 




EXPLORE . 
GOD'S 

MERCY > 




Exploring God's Mercy 

is a short course for 
small groups that 
explores five timeless 
images of God's love. 



Its life-changing message 
is particularly suitable for 
ft rose interested in, or on 
Itic fringes of Christianity 



Exploring God's Mercy 

by Steven Croft 9/80/15142240 / £5.99 



This l cnl, take time to 
remind yourself of one 
simple truth: l fiat God loves 
you passionately, deeply 
and unconditionally 



AvasEeble from your toes! Cfrfeli an bookshop, 
of direct from Church House Punishing, 

Lrn n : i orders@nofwi chhonfcsnn cl m isi u:n uk 
Web : www. chpc j bush in g .cn. l ik 
Tel. 01003 785^23 




CHURCH HOUSE 

PUBLISHING 
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Peterborough debut for Christian Resources 








have P% 0 ht* f * 

Have yc* u { 



Prepare the Way 
with Posters - 

ATfliinw ^linnrTif-fflinlWnof 
ro .irrji’j .mill JjiSTOi'rc^— 






www.creonlirie .co.uk 
tel: 01793 418218 



CRE COMES TO 

PETERBOROUGH 



THE BEST in 
Christian Resources 
THE LATEST multi 
media equipment 
AN EXTENSIVE book 
and resource stars 
A COMPREHENSIVE 
programme of seminars 
SPECIALIST wtirkshOfli 

THE BEST i n Christian 
thf^atrp and irutsir 



FIND THE VENUE: 

F*ECOUNr>LE HO, PFTTflBnHOUGH. 
CAMBRIDGESHIRE. PE2 6XE 



tV tast of tnqland 

tT Christian Resources Exhibition 






rfl 



Award winning 
church furniture makers 



Makers of the revolutionary 
Canterbury and York Lecterns 

Telephones Fax: 01934618111 
Emaihinfo@fullersfinerfurniture.co.uk 



See us on stand PI 7 



No organist? 

No musicians? 

Hymnal Plus. The ultimate 
worship musk solution. 

Thpirscrnds q! hymns and worship songs, pfl in 
one baa, ready fa ploy. No mua/caJ or feebnteof 
knowtedge required. 



Slrurglrt out uF the box rfie 
Hymnal Plus plays aver 
2750 traditional hymns and 
modern workup songs, 
covering aver 6GQ0 l>ym n 
book enlries. 



Upgrade at ony time, choosing from an ever- 
growing list of reperloice additions 
Want »mwthingi else? The hymnal Plus also plays 
you* own mp3 and midi files, 

Or dei yaui FftEE iiilotriialion putt I ad ay. 

Itm Phone: 0S00 043 0503 a 
Web. www. hymrilech nolugy. cum jgyfjQ 



lymn hxhnnlngy l.rtl 

YVoi Ji ip Music ikiluiiura 



Hymnal 

Plus 



From stained glass to sound systems, health and 
healing to education, the three-day Christian Resources 
Exhibition is a one-stop shop for anyone committed to 
seeing their church grow. 

For the first time, the event is coming to Exec Peterborough 
(Peterborough Showground), from Thurs 24 - Sat 26 February 
2011 . A special ticket price is offered to our readers. 

Up to 150 charities, mission organisations and church suppliers 
will display everything from specialised church heating systems to 
evangelistic puppets. Some 4000 visitors are expected, the 
majority with some form of leadership responsibility in their local 
church - from Sunday School teacher to treasurer, PCC member to 
youth leader. 

A Resources Superstore will stock a vast range of books, music and 
other resources for church and personal use. Exhibitor zones include Mind 
and Soul, covering organisations in mental and emotional health and 
healing; Education, representing organisations resourcing those who work 
in schools; and the Sharing Show which brings together small and new 
organisations dedicated to serving and bringing hope to local communities. 

More than 30 practical seminars and workshops will cover subjects like 
the Church and the 2012 Games to support for home group and small 
group leaders. The Bishop of Peterborough, the Rt Rev Donald Allister and 
diocesan children’s missioner Rona Orme are 
amongst the speakers, as well as author and 
broadcaster Michele Guinness and Bible Society’s 
youth development officer, Jamie Hill. 

“While we are well known as the place for new 
pews, vestments and Sunday School resources, 



“Hi Autosave, 

how can I help you?” 

For helpful, friendly, impartial advice, call Autosave, 
your trusted team with over 25 years experience 
selling cars to the Christian community. 



Hassle free car 
buying from 
Autosave 

Prices start from £3,999. 
New, nearly new and used 
Any make, any model 
Great prices, great savings 
Pal exchange welcome 
Finance available 

:,k*i i Wwf. 51 ter 



our seminar and arts 
programme provides a 
stimulating and 
practical backbone to 
the show,” said event 
director Steve Briars. 

Half-day workshops 
are available for people 
who need to know 
more about church 
administration. Messy 
Church, the growing 
movement for people 
who struggle with 
traditional church 
services, will also be 
covered. 

Entertainment will be 
in abundance from 
theatre companies 
Saltmine Theatre and 
Riding Lights and 
comedian and 
magician John Archer. 

"Most of all, we hope 
dozens of people will 
walk into the event and 
meet just the right 
person to help them 
change the ministry of 
their church for good," 
said Steve Briars. 
"That's what it's all 
about." 

East of England 
CRE Thur 24 - Sat 26 
Feb 2011 . To find out 
more visit: 

www.creonline.co.uk. 
For details of the 
special ticket offer visit: 
www. eventdata.co . u k/V 
isitor/CRE.aspx?Other. 
6=PETFEB 



POSTERS PLUS 

Making posters - sowing seeds 

Do people passing your church see any signs of life when the doors are shut? 
Posters outside will ensure that they do. 

Surprisingly, hand-made posters can have more impact than bought ones. 
Printed matter is commonplace, but anything unusual will guarantee a second 
glance. Church members with a range of talents can provide variety and a few 
surprises. 

No one poster will tell the whole story. But a succession of posters over a 
period of time can sow seeds in people’s minds which God can cause to 
germinate and grow. 

At Peterborough Christian Resources Exhibition, POSTERS PLUS will 
be demonstrating different ways of making posters. Visit us on STAND A9 to 
see a variety of posters, and each day - with your help - we will make a new 
poster. To find out more, come to the Seminar entitled "Make quick, eye- 
catching posters!" on Saturday 26th February. 

The book "Prepare the Way with Posters - creative poster-making to 
attract and inspire" is available during the exhibition at a special price of 
£7.99. Otherwise, order it by post from Posters Plus, 7 Belvedere Drive, St 
Saviour, Jersey, JE2 7RN, at £8.99 including p&p. 

Phone 01534 737171, email ycoppock@localdial.com or visit: 
www.postersplus.org.uk. 



hind oul more from 



STERS PLUS 

7 Sslvftdflw Driva, St Saviour, Jersey, JE2 7RN 
Piicr a 01 534 737 1 71 Email 

www. posts rsplu s. org.uk 

XD A9 at Peterborough CRE 

Seminar 11am Saturday 26th February 
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Arts 



Inspired by the Rad Cam 




RAD Cam! is an exhibition of artistic 
perspectives on Oxford’s Radcliffe 
Camera, by Tim Steward and Emma 
Dougherty. 

Tim, who worships at St Aldate’s, 
Oxford, says: “My drawing of the 
Radcliffe Camera over the last five years 



has become central to my progression in 
the practice of ‘seeing’ and ‘drawing’. 

Some subjects you just keep coming 
back to as an artist, and there is always a 
good reason for this. The exhibition 
runs at the 03 Gallery at Oxford Castle, 
until February 15. Pic: Tim Steward 



Delving into the monastic way 

By Matt Rees 

T he world of monasticism has often 
been seen as remote and 
inaccessible throughout its long 
and esteemed history. Whilst many of us 
have had our spiritual lives enriched by 
the insights of monastic writers, their 
world can seem very alien to us - the 
domain of the spiritual elite, the super- 
Christians who are able to literally give 
everything they have in their pursuit of 
Christ. 

This book attempts to open up the 
monastic tradition to those of us who 
aren’t about to go and join a monastery 
but who sense that there is something 
about the monastic way which will help 
us to be the people we want to be. To do 
this Ian employs three simple images - 
the cave, the refectory, and the road - to 
provide a framework for opening up the 
monastic way. The cave speaks of the 
interior journey - the journey into the 
cave of the heart through various prayer 
practices and opportunities for 
withdrawal. 

The image of the refectory speaks of 
hospitality and relationship. The final 
image of the road has to do with a sense 
of journeying in mission to join in with 
what God is doing in the world. 

Orienting our spiritual practice around 
these three poles of monastic spirituality 
enables us to live at a depth level even 
when the maelstrom of contemporary 
life threatens to overwhelm us. 

Perhaps understandably there are 



Cave, Refectory, Road 

Ian Adams 
Canterbury Press: 
£12.99 



those who are concerned that pathways 
like the monastic tradition need to be 
‘lived into’ deeply rather than cherry 
picked for their ‘best bits’. 

Ian is careful to say that he is, in his 
words, ‘peering over the wall’ and 
‘scrumping apples from the monastery 
orchard’. Nevertheless he maintains that 
there is something in the monastic 
tradition which can help all of us, 
cloistered or not. And his assertion is 
given credence by people like Abbot 
Stuart Burns, formerly of Burford Priory 
in this Diocese, who has been very 
supportive of Ian’s work. 

It’s a fantastic book. Ian writes with a 
beautiful lyrical style which is very 
engaging and warm. I strongly 
recommend it to all who are intrigued 
by the monastic way and to anyone 
looking for ways to integrate the 
treasures of monastic spirituality into 
their lives. 

Matt Rees is founder and leader of the Home 
Community in Oxford, Director of Stillpoint and 
Associate Priest in the Parish of Cowley St John. 




God's Questions: 

Vision, Strategy and Growth 



Five situations are frequently experienced 
in Christian service: 

(a) identifying where you are in the overall 
picture, 

(b) knowing your priorities and how to 
implement them, 

(c) resolving your church’s or agency’s 
vision and the strategy to make it happen, 

(d) understanding enough about yourself as 
a leader to know what you should and can 
do, and what to avoid, and 

(e) having the faith to believe that things can 
change and with it the confidence to start 
making the invisible visible. 



That is what this book is about - one 
chapter for each topic, and two further 
chapters to put these five in their context 
- in the hope that thereby some leaders 
may become stronger and more effective in 
their service. 

Each of these topics is looked at from the 
perspective of a key question from the 
Scriptures: Adam, where are you? Moses, 
what is that in your hand? Elijah, what are 
you doing here? Amos, what do you see? 
Ezekiel, can these dry bones live? 

"Always in a context of encouragement., 
someone who understands the realities 
of church life... It is, quite simply, the 
fruit of a lifetime of reflection on God, 
faith, church and culture." 

From the Foreword by Professor John Drane 



I would like to buy a copy at the special discount price of £6, 
plus £1 towards postage and packing (the RRP of the book is £8.99). 
Please make a cheque for £7 out to ‘Peter Brierley.’ 

Name: 

Church / Organisation: 

Address: 



Postcode: 

Telephone number in case of any query: 

Email: Date: 

Return to: Brierley Consultancy, The Old Post Office, 1 Thorpe Avenue, Tonbridge, kent, 
TN10 4PW or emai:l peter@brierleyres.com or phone: 01732 369 303 






by Dr Peter 
Brierley 
Published by 
ADBC Publishers 
September 2010 
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Brilliant speakers 
and worship leaders, 
I was inspired 
from day oneljj 



AT SPRING HARVEST 2011 



Minehead 



Skegness 



Week 1 (9-14 April] Week 2 (14-19 April) Week 3 (19-24 April) Week 1 (9-14 April) Week 2 [14-19 April) 



Spring Harvest is an ideal place for you and your \ 

family to relax and re-charge spiritually... \ 

\ 

Your 6 days with us includes: 

Quality Bible teaching plus inspiring times of worship 

Expert-led children's and youth programmes 

Cosy Butlins accommodation: Choose half board or self-catering 

Free activities, including splash waterworld, a family fun fair, adventure playground 

Brilliant late-night entertainment 



BOOK ONLINE 

gMINEHEAD 9-24 APRIL 
^SKEGNESS 9-1 9 APRIL 

www.spdngharvest.org 



Spring^* 
Harvest 4 

Equipping the Church for action 
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Holidays Abroad | 


MENORCA 




ALGARVE 


Holiday Villa 


Luxury 3 bed villa 
(all ensuite) Sleeps 6/8, near 
Carvoeiro. Own pool, 
all mod cons. Situated on 
Pestana Golf Resort. Golf, 
Tennis, 0 utdoor bowls. 
Full details and brochure: 
Brian Chambers 


High Standard 4 bed villa near 
Mahon. Sleeps 6/7, own pool, 
all mod cons, quiet residential 
area, magnificent views, close 
to shops & restaurants, short 
drive to sandy beaches. 


■lilllil 



CYPRUS - PEYIA 

near Paphos & Coral Bay 
Spacious apartment 
Patio, BBQ, Communal 
pool, A / C heaters. 
Walk to Tavernas. 
Available all year 
www.myhideaway.co.uk 

01249 813729 



To advertise 
in the 
Holiday 
Directory call 
Roy on 
01752 
225623 



DOMFRONT, 
LOWER NORMANDY 

Two bedroom cottage 
in rural setting 
70 miles from Caen. 
Shops in local villages 
Twin room/family room/cot 

Tel. 01935 814324 

Email, patatkinsonll@gmail.com 



Lanzaobe 

PIcfyEi Blanca 

Affordable 
family villa 
Budget Ryan Air 
flights now 
available 

Td 09/454260619 

vwiAAilarEanjbajlladiHtcDik 



Luther Tour 

A IksC mining sludy luur 
of Marlin LuihoF* life 
and work, inr hitting 
tour t INTvSf ’t 1 World 
I kTilttgir Sjlcs 
4lli - 10 th 5kptt;mhcr '20 1 3 

www . J mb c. fto nr.e om 

020 #SM 1 Mm 





Vlsilln g Tarsus - 
Antioch ■ Haran- 
the Euphrates and 
Mount Ararat 



A unique Cultural and 
Biblical Journey, 

sepi 5 » ■ ie»i i 



B rochu res a vai la b I k from: 

S-t M ArkV. Hwifift Ffruil; 

Bn (^fcefiflld RG7 BEP biiar^tmarkslioiJse.fB .cii. uk 

Til; 011S3392227 






Holidays at Home 



Looking forward 
to that well 



earned holiday 

For many the thought of planning their 
summer break when Christmas is just over 
is a little too early. However if you've 
specific dates in mind and you are looking 
for a specific location now is the time to 
put your mind to it. 

For those who really cannot think that far 
ahead how about a spring break? The 
countryside is at its most beautiful at that 
time of year and our resorts are far less 
crowded. If you really want to escape from 
the cold spell we have recently 'enjoyed' 
then now is the time to look for a winters 
break in February or March. 



CORNWALL 

Port Isaac 

Quality furnished holiday cottages and 
converted barn in Port Isaac, 45 minutes 
from the Eden Project. Sleeps 2-6, linen 
& electricity included, pets welcome 
personal supervision by owners, for a full colour 
brochure contact Dennis Knight, Atlantic House, Port 
Isaac, PL29 3RE 

Tel/fax: 01208 880934 Tel: 01208 862422 
email : info @ cor nishholidayhomes .net 
www.cor nishholidayhomes .net 





— LES- 

COTHS 



An ekgatii house on ike i beautiful 
island of Guernsey, with stunning 
vi£WS e f Herat, Jetimt and Sark ‘ 

For mre details visit our website 
wint'.fefflJifkiftJm; or 
telephone pmt 727793 



St Ivbs Cornwall 

Until May l i[ 1011 

Shore off Mason breaks In cosy centrally heated 
mirrinnn\ mm^r- in rhr rrmrr <if hmirihil Sc Ivrs. 

ONLY iiltt for 2 nights tor 2 people 
£35 per night for additional rdghci 

Includes farting, C. Heatipg, Bedlinen 

Tel Alec 01736 795083 or 07970 737067 



star Hampton Manor Acc 0 ° u m e 0 l ti0l 
Country House Hotel 
Tranquil holidays with quality accommodation and 
cuisine at outstanding value - set in the beauty of 
the Tamar Valley on the Devon/Cornwall border 
* * * * 

Special activity weeks at various times of the year: 
Bird Watching (April) Visiting Gardens (May) 
Painting (June) Walking (September) and more. 
Visit our website:- www.hamptonmanor.co.uk or 
phone 01579 370494 for brochure or more details. 
* * * * 

Hampton Manor, Alston, Callington, Cornwall PL17 8LX 



The/ Qledbourne/ 

2A comfortabCe hoteC in the popuCar 
JACum Chine area of 'Bournemouth. 

Near to the seafront with exceCCent bCue flag 
beaches, bus stop right outside, parking, rooms 
for l, 2, 3 or 4 peopCe. SACC En- suite, dea/ coffee 
facidties and tv, /radio in each room. 
Convenient for Bournemouth, TooCe and many 
other attractions. HeasonabCe rates. 
Tefephone 01202 761607 

www.thegtenboume.co.yk • mfo@tbegtenbourne.co.uk 





CfatrcfitVaodValky 



lug cabins 

Beam nearby 
short hreak* 



GATWICK 

3-4 mins 

GABLE END 

A warm Irish welcome to our 
family run B&B. En-suite rooms 
& full English breakfast. 
Courtesy transport & car parking 

TEL: 01293 783679 

www.gable-end.com 




BRAMBLE COTTAGE, 

MOUSEHOLE, CORNWALL 



For further details, please telephone 

01588 680316 



Two bedroom Fisherman’s 
cottage with modem 
extension. Superb view from 
all windows to Mousehole 
Harbour and Mounts Bay. On 
coastal path to Lamoma Cove. 




ML 



Youth Event 




Fun filled, action packed, under canvas 

In Beer, Devon and Charmouth Dorset 
July 30th to August 20th 
For 9 to 17 year olds. Prices from £110 

Informative Relevant 

Bible Teaching for the 21st century 
and World Focus 



Challenging Practical 




Youth Office, W EC International, Bulstrode 
0 xford Road, G errards C ross, Bucks SL9 8SZ 
Tel: 0 1 753 278 113 E: youth@uk.wec-int.org 
www.weccamps.org 

Registered Charity N os: 2307005 &SC0 37715 



/ 



Insurance 



Travel Insurance 

Arranged for The Door Readers 

ANNUAL TRAVEL INSURANCE 



Fully Comprehensive Travel Insurance for 
anyone up to 85 years of age. 
superb annual multi trip cover available with 



most pre-existing medical conditions accepted. 

£20 off annuals paid for in February 
HURRY - BUY BEFORE PRICE INCREASE IN MARCH 
No Max Age Limit For Single Trip Cover 
max 1 year duration & up tolOk cancellations. 



CAR 

HIRE 


For more information and 
details please call ~ 


TRAVEL 

INSURANCE 




0116 272 0500 

Authorised & regulated by the F.S.A. 


BS 





HEYTHROP COLLEGE 



University of London 

MA IN CHRISTIAN SPIRITUALITY 

The MA in Christian Spirituality is an opportunity to examine the spiritual 
traditions of Christianity, in their historical and contemporary forms, and to 
develop the ability to understand and evaluate the language, ideas and 
forms of Christian spirituality. 

Heythrop has a series of Postgraduate Open Evenings on 

Monday 7th March, Thursday 1 2th May and Wednesday 1 5th June 201 1 . 

Please note that Open Evenings are from 6.30pm - 8.30pm 

Book Online: Contact for postgraduate open evenings: openpg@heythrop.ac.uk 

For further information on Postgraduate Programmes or Open Evenings 
visit www.heythrop.ac.uk 

HEYTHROP COLLEGE University of London 
Kensington Square, London W8 5HN Tel: 020 7795 6600 Fax: 020 7795 4200 
email: admissionspg@heythrop.ac.uk www.heythrop.ac.uk 



Lifelong learning 



In recent years the concept of lifelong 
learning has taken on a greater emphasis. 

With so many changes in the workplace we 
are all learning new procedures on a regular 
basis. 

It brings home the fact that whatever stage we 
are on the learning curve there is always the 
opportunity to take things one stage further. 
This could be studying for a degree or taking 
it further. These are both long term 
commitments that can involve working from a 
new base or in certain cases staying rooted 
firmly at home and commuting the college 
when needed. 

There is a wealth of opportunities in our local 
colleges of further education with more 
specialised subjects available further afield. 
For some subjects you might even be able to 
book into a spring course but in most cases it 
is already time to be looking towards 
planning for a September start. 



The Power of 
the Word 

Wednesday t3 July 2011 
St Aldate's Church, Oxford 

Celebrating the 400th 
anniversary of the 
King James Bible - 
God's transforming Word for 
the contemporary world. 

Hasted by Wycffffe HaH { Oxford, 

Wydiffc Bible Translators £ 
the Church Mission Society 

Booking is essential 

www . wy cl affe , ox . 3c. u k 
01865 284876 
e vg nts@ wy c I tffe . o x . a c - u k 
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Mallorca roundtrip 

1 1 nights departing May - Sept 201 1 
on the Grandeur of the Seas 

Fly UK / Palma de Mallorca - Barcelona - Ibiza - 
Malaga - Gibraltar - Palma de Mallorca / Fly UK 

INCLUDES: 4 nights hotel stay in 4* 

Hotel llletas, Mallorca 

PRICES FROM £939 PP 



■j. RoyalCaribbean CRUISE THE 

MEDITERRANEAN 



ViH 1 



For more information call Peter Goord Travel on 



These offers have been created by Voyana Ltd & Peter Goord Travel 
* Itinerary may vary depending upon departure date 



0800 0481 055 



l&ABTA 

The Travel Association 



I AT A 



Standard terms and conditions apply. Prices and availability are subject 



it h out notice All prices (pounds sterliftg) shown are per person tppj, 



based on two people sharing. Offers include flights, port taxes and current fuel surcharges, hotel stays on a h&h basis (where specili ed ) ^iid Uajisfers. 

Confirmations are subject to availability at the time of booking. Itineraries may differ. 



booking. 



FEATURING SPECIAL DEPARTURES FROM 

EXETER & BRISTOL 



Malaga Roundtrip 



10 nights departing May - Sept 201 1 
on the Adventure of the Seas 



Fly UK / Malaga - Valencia - Rome - 
Florence / Pisa - Ajaccio - Malaga / Fly UK 

INCLUDES: 3 nights hotel stay in 4^ 

El Fuerte Miramar Spa hotel, Marbella 



PRICES FROM £999 PI> 









t heDoor FEBRUARY 201 1 



19 



Letters 6 s comment 



Comment 

by The Ven. Karen Gorham 



Creator of Heaven and earth 



A pat on the back for clergy 

A sk any Diocesan Director of 
Ordinands and they will tell 
you that many candidates for 
ordained ministry come 
forward reluctantly and tentatively and, 
when asked about their emerging call, 
describe the inner experience prior to 
any formal interview as one of denial. 

Then there are practical reasons 
against ordination. The loan to repay 
after university, the low pay and long 
hours, the uncertainty about 
retirement, moving a family close to a 
college or juggling study with work 
commitments. 

Yet, God’s call is strong and so for the 
few these initial doubts are set aside to 
serve Christ’s church. It is a costly 
personal calling and, if taken seriously, 
brings times of loss, of pain, or struggle 
as well as times of tremendous joy, 
fulfilment and inner peace. This 
month sees the introduction of 
Common Tenure, giving clergy a much- 
deserved structure around their work. It 
provides better housing security as well 
as providing all clergy with a structure 
for holidays, days off and access to 
ongoing training and review. 

As the national Church creates this 
structure - offering more formal security 
to all clergy, it is the local church’s call 
to support their leaders in their day-to- 
day ministry. In America each October 
many churches celebrate Clergy 
Appreciation Day. It’s a chance for 
congregations to support those who 
support them, and to thank those who 
are the ones who usually do the 
thanking with gestures of appreciation, 
treats and cards. 

What better way to launch the 
legislation than to show our 
appreciation of not only what clergy do, 
but who they are and mean to us. It’s 
not easy serving in today’s church with 
all its demands and pressures and lots of 
our clergy give tirelessly and still 
manage to keep smiling. 

A simple act of appreciation does 
wonders for anyone. We all have a vital 
role in nurturing our leaders, as it says 
in St Paul’s letter to the Thessalonians 
“ And now , friends, we ask you to honour 
those leaders who work so hard for you, who 
have been given the responsibility of urging 
and guiding you along in your obedience. 
Overwhelm them with appreciation and 
love” (The Message). The Ven. Karen 
Gorham is Archdeacon of Buckingham. 



Thought for 
the month 

by David Winter 



“In the beginning God created the heavens 
and the earth.” Genesis 1 vs 1 

T he Hebrew Scriptures offer no 
arguments for the existence of 
God. Right from the first sentence 
- this one - it is taken for granted. 

Creation has become a matter of debate 
and even controversy during recent years, 
so when, on the second Sunday before 
Lent, we hear in church once again the 
biblical story of the Creation we may 
perhaps listen and reflect rather more 
closely than in the past. 

It’s worth noticing that there is a 
distinction between the verb ‘to make’ 
and its apparent synonym ‘to create’ - 
and it’s a distinction present in the 
biblical text. A ‘maker’ normally takes 
things that already exist - clay, perhaps, 
or wood and nails, or bricks and mortar 
- and re-shapes them into something 
new, of which he or she can properly be 
called the ‘maker’. 

But a ‘creator’ starts with nothing 
outside of themselves. Before Beethoven 
‘created’ his Seventh Symphony it 
simply didn’t exist. But from his own 
imagination and art it was born and 
now exists. He did not re-shape existing 
elements into something new, but from 




within himself created a new thing. That 
is what Genesis is describing. 

From ‘nothing’, as we might say, God 
brought into being ‘something’, and 
that ‘something’ is the Creation. It is his 
work, the product of his divine 
imagination and will. That is what we 
assert when we say the creed. Genesis 
tells us little about how he did this, 
beyond its claim that the whole process 
of creation was willed by God. 

His ‘word’ - the creative spark of the 
whole process - began an irresistible 
course of events by which everything - 
‘seen and unseen’ - came into being. 
When we say ‘We believe in God the 
Father Almighty, creator of heaven and 
earth’ that is what we are asserting: no 
more and no less. 

We probably should remain agnostic 
about detail (if I can put it that way) but 
confident about principle. We do not 
believe that we live in an ’accidental’ 
universe, but one which owes both its 
origin and its continuing existence to 
the One who is the source of wisdom, 
love and power. It is God, and only God, 
who can give to the awesome universe 
and the mystery of existence meaning 
and purpose. For that, on February 

27^, let us give thanks. 

Canon David Winter is a former Diocesan 
Adviser on Evangelism, former BBC head of 
religious affairs, a broadcaster and author of many 
books. 
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Audio version 



Sight impaired 
people can now 
get a free audio 
version of 
The Door by 
contacting 
Graham 

Winterbourne on 

01884 840285 



Comings and Goings - 

The Revd Mary Cruddas will take 
up post as Team Vicar for 
Waddesdon with Westcott and 
Over Winchendon and Fleet 
Marston; The Revd Jill Novell will 
take up a house for duty post in 
Prestwood and Great Hampden; 
The Revd Marcos Diaz Butron 
has left his post as Assistant 
Curate in Wantage. The 



LETTERS 



Lottery chances 

Re: the Gambling letter in the January 
issue condemning the lottery funding of 
Churches. Contrary to Don Hinson’s 
assertion, I am not a gullible person who 
believes it is an easy way to make money. 

He ‘believes’ his church is strongly 
against it as it is immoral. I am quite happy 
to take my chances on the lottery knowing 
that a percentage of the money will go to 
helping old churches, providing sport in 
deprived areas and enabling disabled 
people to live better lives. 

What is immoral, is playing the stock 
market, (does your church have any stocks 
or shares Mr Hinson?), as this is gambling 
on making money by losing people’s jobs, 
livelihoods and future investment in the 
companies. This money could be used to 
improve, expand and employ more staff. 

Those who can afford to gamble on the 
stock exchange make the most profit. 
Having been a church warden for many 
years I can assure him that his assumption 
is correct, many churches will be applying. 
Our Lord never turned away a chance of a 
meal paid for by tax collectors and 
fraudulent men as it gave him a chance to 
spread his word. The church needs all the 
help it can get. Just a thought! Do you 
have a tombola at your summer fete? 

David Croton , Reading . 




Competition Winners 

The folllowing were winners of the 
competitions that appeared in Stable 
Door: Mrs Hill from Kidlington and 
Laurie Gardiner from Hungerford were 
the winners of the tickets to see Swan 
Lake. Miss Biggs from Wendover was 
the winner of the family ticket to meet 
the Reindeer at Cotswold Wildlife Park. 
Mrs B Watts from Tilehurst; Mrs Booth 
from Bracknell and Mrs Sams from 
Abingdon were the winners of the 
tickets to see Joseph and the 
Technicolour Dreamcoat. 



following have been given 
persmission to officiate: The 

Revd Dr Robert Tobin; The Revd 
Myles Godfrey; The Revd 
Patricia Willis. We recall with 
sadness the deaths of The Revd 
George de Burgh Thomas; The 
Revd Dr Peter Steddon; The 
Revd Roy Adnett; The Revd John 
Furness and The Revd Geoffrey 
Lindley. 
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The Revd Dr Michael 
Beasley speaks to Jo 
Duckies about ordained 
ministry, scientific research 
and becoming Director of 
Mission for the Oxford 
Diocese. 

W hen he finished his 
science degree at 
Imperial College, 
London Michael, 42, 
was torn between 

whether to offer himself for ordained 
Christian ministry or to work in 
academic research. 

“I had a very forward thinking director 
of ordinands who said you must test this 
out by experience so I spent a year 
working as a pastoral assistant in an 
inner city church in Anfield, Liverpool,” 
says Michael. From there he moved to 
Oxford to do a doctorate in 
epidemiology, studying the difference 
between infection and malnutrition in 
Tanzanian children. He would 
occasionally pass Richard Dawkins in the 
tea room of the department in which 
they both worked. 

1 Fear of the Lord is the 
beginning of wisdom. ’ 



So how does Michael reconcile science 
and faith? “People always think this is a 
big deal. I love science, it’s a brilliant 
way of understanding the physical world 
and I love using scientific methods to 
find out about things. But I don’t believe 
science is the most effective way of 
helping us understand many of the 
things that are most important to us as 
human beings; love or suffering, or 
death or God. 

“If we want to know about those things 
we need to look somewhere other than 
science. I love the scripture: Tear of the 
Lord is the beginning of wisdom.’ “It’s 

CHURCH PEWS 
UNCOMFORTABLE? 

WHY NOT TRY SAFEFOAM’S TOP QUALITY 
UPHOLSTERED FOAM PEW CUSHIONS? 

Safefoam, Green Lane, Riley Green, 

Hoghton, Preston PR5 OSN 
www.safefoamxo.uk Freephone 0800 015 44 33 
Free Sample Pack of foam & fabrics sent by first class mail 
When phoning please quote TD0211 




We exist to promote the 
Book of Common Prayer 
Why not join us? 

www.pbs.org.uk 
Tel: 01 189 842,582 

Rcsislrrraj Charily No. I 
CnrrifKiTiy Lirnilrfl by Guarantee No. 47Hfi97tf 



A man on a mission 




really gain understanding.” Michael 
worshipped at St Matthew’s, Grandpont 
in Oxford while studying here. When he 
finished his DPhil, he decided ordained 
ministry was for him and was interviewed 
for a theology course at Cranmer Hall, 
Durham, by one John Pritchard. “By the 
time I was studying there, he’d left to 
become Archdeacon of Canterbury. It’s 
been good to catch up with him at last,” 
says Michael. 

Cranmer Hall was forward thinking 
and for one placement, Michael found 
himself as an intern at the World Bank. 
“It was there that the idea arose that 
perhaps I could combine working as an 
ordained minister with being an 
academic scientist,” he says. 

Eventually he became Vice Principal of 



House 
Theological 
College and 
Director of the 
Partnership for Child Development 
based at Imperial College, London. The 
partnership works with government 
agencies and academic institutions 
worldwide to improve the health and 
education of school age children in low 
income countries. 

“This led me to work extensively in 
Zambia, Eritrea and many other 
countries in Africa, Asia and the 
Carribean.” Michael’s Christian journey 
began as he was growing up in rural 
north Staffordshire, where he 
worshipped in a 17th century chapel 
with box pews, which only used the Book 



TAYLORS 

(OF OXFORD) 

ROBEM AKERS 

AND ACCESSORIES 
Clerical, Academic, Legal Wear 
and Robemakers 
109 COWLEY ROAD 
OXFORD 0X4 1 HU 
TEL & FAX: (01865) 722022 
www.taylorsofoxford.com 
• Cassocks • Collars • Surplices and Cottas 

• Albs • Stocks • Vergers and Preaching Gowns 

• Preaching Scarves • Stoles • Hoods 

• Girdles and Cinctures • Shirts and much more 
ACADEMIC • LEGAL • CIVIC • ECCLESIASTICAL 



SMC Ltd 

Ecclesiastical Solar Panels 

Free Electricity 

use what you make and save on bills 

25 years guaranteed income 

Feed-in-tarifrs on top of bill savings 

Sell back what you don't use 

generate even more income 

01367 710152 

pv@smconsult.co.uk www.smconsult.co.uk 



APPROVED INSTALLER 
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C Jaks 



J EW ELLIi R.Y 



Christian Jewellery 
& Gifts 
Tel:01373 462069 

Visit our website today! 
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of Common Prayer. “It was a church of 
about 25 people and as a child growing 
up it was a great experience of being 
loved and regarded as much one of its 
members as any adult. It had a big impact 
on me. We also had a brilliant Methodist 
Sunday school that every child attended 
irrespective of their faith commitment. 
When I went to university I made the 
adult choice to own the faith myself.” 

On the move to become Director of 
Mission for the Oxford Diocese, Michael 
says: “The job description called for 
someone who was committed to 
evangelism and education with an 
awareness of social justice, and brings 
into one job the interests I’d previously 
held in two very different places. 

“I’m working towards the holistic 
vision that the Board of Mission is 
committed to. That’s the work of making 
disciples, of enabling ministry and of 
making a difference in the world. The 
best aspects of the work are going out to 
engage with deaneries, to talk about 
mission and evangelism. That has been 
really enjoyable. I value very much 
working with the staff that form the 
Department of Mission. I love their 
diversity and camaraderie and it’s been 
fun to work across the range of different 
places across the diocese, from Milton 
Keynes to Newbury and Slough and to 
the Cotswolds. 

“The thing I value having worked in a 
secular job and a church job for the last 
seven years is seeing God and 
discipleship in all parts of our lives, not 
just the bits to do with church. I hope 
that as I do this job it will be possible to 
help us as a diocese to think more about 
that and to celebrate the lives and 
ministries of people working in a range 
of places from factories to schools, from 
offices to care homes.” 

And when he’s not working, Michael, 
who is married to Lizzie, a deputy 
headteacher, enjoys walking, the natural 
world and sport. He has completed the 
London Marathon for USPG and last 
year’s holiday with Lizzie involved 
walking from Germany to Italy, covering 
100 miles in 10 days and an ascent of 
24,000ft. 

Leadcraft 

Stained Glass Studio 




STAINED GLASS ARTISTS 
AND CRAFTSMEN 

Traditional leaded lights made and 
repaired. 

Specialists in reproduction of hand painted 
and decorative glass for windows and 
doors and also internal window cleaning 

Ecclesiastical and Residential 

3 Malthouse Lane, Reading RG1 7JA 
Tel: 0118 956 8534 
Fax: 0118 957 5865 

www.leadcraftstainedglass.co.u 
By appointment only 





